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A^ PREFACE 



The fbllowing page« are a Rxvnw of a book which is 
•mall in compass, but, like meet of kindred productions, it 
ie great in pretentions, sophistry, and absurdities. Its great- 
neas cannot be better illnstxatad thaar by the exprewion of 
an' old lady when complaininjjr of her health : ."Oh !'* said 
■he, ''I am powerful weak." 

Such a blustering display of high pretentions as we find 
in the commencement of the Serpent Uncoiled^ would in- 
dnce one, who should put confidence in it to believe 
that the author had completely exploded the whole universal 
system. It was published by the tract society at Philadel- 
phia, and dnly revised and prepared for the press by the 
committee of publication ; and in order that the ruin of 
. Universalim might be complete, the editor has added his 
''notes" to this *<standard work," against Universalism.— 
Bnt this Review is designed to show that this doctrine is not 
-yet completely uM up by our anonymous author, although 
he is declaired to be "thoroughly acquainted with the argu- 
ments" of its defenders, and that he has met and tefute<^ 
\ them aU I It will be seen however, that this author was' 
notjnspired by truth alone, when he wrote his serpentine 
work, which evidently was not designed to pass through the 
hands of any other reviewer than of the "committee," and 
of the prejudiced and superficial reader; ignorance and 
prejudice being two powerful patrons of all adcapandnm 
wiitersi 
The arguments of oar author are gtrtn in his own Ian- 
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piag», and at fall len^fth, ii that his «<portraH*' of Univer- 
Mlkm may be seen ky the reader of tliis Review » eren if he 
should not see the original Serpent. 

Univerealism is invalnerabte to'the ser{>ent fangs of par- 
ttalism, bat- the enbtle poison has often penetrated the 
• sympathetic heart of hnmanity. This Review is designed 
to show that the glad tidings of nniversal grace, is the 
•evereign balm of the great Physician — the only remedy 
that will heal Ihe wounded spirit, and -save as from the 
miseries of the religion of danMiatioB. 
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CH A PT ER I . 

INTRODUCTORY. 

A Sunday school book, of 108 pages, written 
against Universal ism, and entitled the ^Serpen; 
Uncoiled,' has recently made its appearance be- 
fore the public. 

On page 30, the author remarks that, *i^o doubt 
he will be charged with Ti want of christimi char* 
iiy, both in giving such a title to his work, and in 
classing Universal ijsis with infidels.* In the j)ro- 
per place,! intend to signify what I think of his 
'cicissing Univei^salists with infidels;' apd I have 
*iio doubt' his own conscience, being his first accu- 
ser, suggested this idea that he would be 'charged' 
with what he felt convinced of, *as a guilty <jon- 
science needs no accuser.' ; : 

But the title of the book is not what we ol^t 
ftO^ but the design of tKe author, which evi^*^^" 
1 
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was to ttigmatize Universaliem with the name 
•Serpent,' which he unwittingly, though very ap- 
pw^riately, has given to (not Univermflism, But) 
his "bookl Let the child be called by the nantje its 
father gave it. Its nature justifies the appellation, 
because 

lit. The edUor of the book says that *ihe sub- 
standee of the Serpent Uncoiled was a discourse, 
delivered in the State of Illinois. 

2. The name of the book is appropriate, because 
• it aims at concealment. The author sees fit to 

^lie low and keep dark;^ i. e. he tells low and dark 
falsehoods. He not only hides his own guilty head 
'lor name from the public, but conceals all names 
and dates which might lead to the discovery of 
facts of too searching a nature, and like a •snake 
in the grass,' he slily creeps into Sunday schools, 
in order to infuse the venom of prejudice into the 
verdant minds of youth. 

3. Like the Serpent of Eden , the • Uncoiled' uses 
all the power of its subtlety to entice and deceive 
the woman, and especially is this craft oboervable 
on p. 81, and 82. 

It/ippears to be natural for mankind to detest 
the serpent tribe, and try to destroy them, and-^iia 
doubtless is the reason why the author of tfa6 Ser* 
pent Uncoiled, undertakes to identify Umvettihsm 
with the serpent, and my ^ own detestation aC^ywy 
thin^ so much like die old serpentas thejti^llflBsm^' 



THE SERPENT UNCOILED. i 9 

question, prompts me to make the attempt to bmise 
his head. 

This Serpent Uncoiled itself in attempting to 
bite — after which, as it crossed my pathway, not 
long since, with its very appropriate name in shi- 
ning capitals on its back, I felt a curiosity to iearn 
something of its natural history, and resolved to 
examine its teeth. I found it to be a spite&l littb 
viper, and not only filled with venom, but also with 
a vain conceit of its own greatness. 

It assumed a very threatening aspect, and as im- 
posing an appearance as possible, as follows: 

The author declares on p. 31, that, 'ho is famil- 
iarly acquainted with the arguments employed by 
Universalists, and tliese he kas met. * * * He has 
taken all of their arguments (!!) — arguments which 
they never fail to use, and examined them by the 
light of reason, common setise, and the scrip- 
tures." 

We learn from the title page, that, this book 

* which was written *By a Western Layman,' was 

•Revised by the Commitlee of Publication, with 

notes by the Editor;' and the *Editor,' on p. 5, 

^•".'says, that Uhe author knows well what he haswrit- 

» tm, for he is a gentleman of searching aeuroen, 

- ' -SHraiaiely known to the editor, and his statements 

s*,ifh^m8i9Lined to the fullestextent by the disclosi^ea 

' ^ffaolfdifiiifH. a^th.' Yes, the opposition to<Umv6i- 

ffi|i|min^TT sustained' — ^not by the Bible or reaste^i 
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but by such reckless characters as ^Matthew Hale 
Smith, with whose history the editor of the Ser- 
pent Uncoiled was evidently unacquaintod, or he 
would have endeavored to obtain some higher sanc- 
tion, for the pious slander contained in the produc- 
tion of his Western Laymen. 

. AgaiD> on p. 9. the editor says, that the author 
'bfiitig popular, as a man of education and princi- 
ple-r turned the people,? &c. 

On p. 94 we find the following *Nole, by the 
Editor:' 

*The wily Serpent snugly coiled up, and his shi- 
ning scales glistening and dazzling the fves of the 
beholder, has been fully stretched ont by ihe author, 
that his feculence anc^poisonous affluvia may be 
seen and known of all men. Doubtless he will 
writhe, and throw himself into violent contortions, 
but these pages show his picture,^ 

By the 'wily Serpent,' in this note, he means 
Universalism: but the title which thev so appro- 
priately have given to their book cannot apply to 
Universalism, let bigotry 'writhe and throw itself 
into violent contortions' as it will. 
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CHAPTER II.* 

* BEAUTY OF EDEN — UNIVERSALISM TAUGHT IN SDSN.' 

" < And tlie serpent said unto the woman, ye shall 
not surely die.' The chapter of Genesis from 
which this verse is quoted, contains the history of 
one of the most important and melandloly events 
that ever befel the human race, and discloses to 
us the awful consequences that flowed from be- 
lieving the doctrine that God will not punish sin. 
Jehovah had created the earth with all its varied 
productions. From iho dark* and silent chaos, 
at his comma}:.!, arose the new born earth, smil- 
ing in the beauty of sinless innocence. The pla- 
cid rivers and gentle rills rolled onward in joy. 
The giant trees of the forest, the humble shrub, the 
fragrant field-flower, all shone forth in the bright 
radiance of young existence. The animals that 
trod the new formed earth, the birds that fanned 
their pinions in the pure air of heaven, the fish 
that played in the sparkling stream, or sported 
wild in the ocean wave, felt all the gladness of life 
and being. 

"But the crowning work of creation wias man. 
Endowed with a soul of vast capacity and pow- 

*Chaptxr FiKflT_ of the Serpent Uncoiled is devoted to 
what the author calls the Infidelity of Univeraalitm! Thia 
chapter of his book will receive due attention when we 
come to^peak upon that subject, in the oonclading part of 
this Review— «the lirst shall be lait.'* 
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ers, bearing the image of the eternal Qod, he was 
constituted the lord of this newly created world. 
Such was the loveliness of the scene which this 
young creation presented, that even the morning 
stars, when they looked down for the first time 
upon this world of peerless beauty and innocence, 
sung together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy." 

There! stop reader, and take breath. Could we 
see the original of this picture, I fear we should be 
disappointed, if we expected to find it equal to 
the above graphic description. Away, Ole Bull, 
with your fiddle! *flear the track' whenever the 
layman comes with his goose quill, to describe 
•Niagary.* Now^ee how he shows off the sad ha- 
voc that was made with this home of delights, by 
the Universalian serpent: 

'*Alas! how soon yfis all that was lovely in this 
scene changed. The grand adversary of God and 
man entered Eden. Assuming the form of a ser- 
pent, he exerted his wily arts upon the woman, (as 
does also the 'Serpent Uncoiled.' See Appeal to 
Woman, p. 81-82). He assured her that although 
God had positively declared that in the day they 
eat of the forbidden fruit, they should surely die, 
that it was not true. He told them that sin would 
by no means bring upon them the awful punish- 
ment which the word of God himself plainly de- 
clared it would bring. And the serpent said to the 
woman, 'ye shall not surely die.' Perhaps he ar- 
gued as Universalist preachers of a later date ar- 
gue. *♦**-* We know not the 
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arts Satan employed to induce Eve to believe that 
she could sin and escape punishment; but we 
know that his arts were successful. In the words 
of Milton, 

— *She plucked, she eat, 
£2arth felt the wound, and nature from her seat, 
Sigrhm? through all her works, ([ave signs of wo« 
That all was lost.* 

"From that fatal hour, when the doctrine «y« 
shall not surely die,' was first believed, man has 
been a fallen, degraded being; to the wide earth, 
but a charnel house. Hatred, malice, and every 
form of crime have followed hard in its traiii, and 
inisery and wretchedness have been the lot of man 
during the long period of nearly sixty hundred 
years. Since that fatal day, what enormities have 
not been committed. What region of the globe 
has not been drenched^n humacr bl^d. (Those 
'regions' where Partialism has had the greatest 
sway are surely no exceptions, as the history of the 
world will show.) Such have been the melancholy 
effects upon mankind that have flowed from the 
preaching of that soul-destroying error." 

Nearly all of the foregoing we subscribe to, as 
being correct; but applicable, however, in a con- 
trary way from what the author intended. Uni' 
versaJism is not the snake that such language ap- 
plies to. Read again, carefully, this second chap- 
ter of the *Serpent Uncoiled,' and obsen^ which 
it is, that teaches the serpent's doctrine — whethw it 
^ Uluversalism, or Partialism. The opposers of 
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Universalism contend that endless misery is the 
death that was threatened, and is to be inflicted on 
tho$e only who do noi dip in the right condition of 
mind — not * in the day' of transgression, as the Bi- 
ble declares, but in eternity, 'if ye dont repent.^ 
Partialism says *ye shall not surely die; for by 
means of repentance, any time before death, or 

While the lamp hdlJs out to burn. 
The vitest sinner may return, 

and thus escape the demands of justice.' 

Thus have thousands been induced to live in 
sin; but do any expect to die out of the *ark of 
safety?' No sir! Those who have spent their six- 
ty and seventy years in crime, expect yet to *work 
out their salvation by fear and trembling,' at the 
approach of the king of terrors. When wicked 
believers of endless misery are threatened with 
sudden death, especially amidst the storms of 
ocean, they cry to God for mercy and forgiveness; 
but as soon as the danger is past, they relapse 
into their former impiety. They conclude that 
there is timt enough -yet, and the day of reforma- 
tion is again ^put offJ Such is tlie repentance of 
{barf, and such is the influeufce of that doctrine 
which 'puts far away — into eternity — the evil day, 
and brings the seat Af violence near.' Amos 6: 
3. * Because,' they believe, *sentence against an 
evil work is not executed speedily: ^hereibre th^ 
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hearts of the sons of men are fully set in them 
10 eommit iniquity.' Eccl. 8:^1. 

But Universalism, o» the other hand, teaches 
that God * will by no means clear the guilty' — not 
even by means of repentance. Ex. 4: 7. That 
the very day we partake of the forbidden fruit — of 
sin — we shall surely die. -*To be carnal minded is 
death.' This is the 'judgment that lingereth not,' 
and the 'damnation which slumbereth not.' 'Be- 
hold! the righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth, much more the wicked and the sinner.' ^ 
•Though hand join in hand ihe wicked shall not > 
go unpunished.' Prov. 11: 31. But the opposers 
of Universalism declare that 'the righteous are not 
recompensed in the earthy much less the wicked 
ajad the sinner;' and that there is not a perfect re- 
tribution in this life, they say is evident, from the 
fact thrt 'the transgressor' is often more prosper- 
ous, and consequently more happy than the 'right- 
eous.' But the bliss of the wicked is only appa- 
rent — it is only one of the deceitful appearances of 
this delusive world. 'There is no peace to the 
wicked,' but 'the loay of the transgressor is hard.' 

'We must all appear before th^ jtidgment s^at 
of Christ, that every one may receive the things 
in body, according to that he hath done, wh| 
good or bad.' 2 Cor. 5: 10. 

This last quotation is given without the^ 
' supplied by .the translators, nhat the reader 
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see how plainly the original teaches that the judg« 
ment is in this ^i^rld. Says Christ, 'For judgment 
hane I come into this world.' ♦ 

But let 2 Cor. 5: 10, be read with the additions 
of the translators, aod even them it disproves the 
common doctrine of the general judgment, and &- 
vors Universalism; for it declares that everjf one 
shall receive according to theijp deeds, whether 
good or bad. But Partialism, in all of its creeds 
and forms, declares that the retribution will be tn- 
/nite^ while man is but finite and feeble: that it 
will be ETERNAL, although man is but a few 
brief hours in this preparatory state! This would 
be no more * according' to his works, thai^ time 
is to eternity, or finite is to infinite. If infinite and 
eternal pain is in accordance with the dements of 
poor, finite, short-Uyed, and feeble man, then hu- 
man reason cannot comprehend it. None surely 
cflen comprehend this but the spiritually discerned. 
There is no such 'proportion taught' by common 
Arithmetic. 

The text under consideration not only saya that 
every one shaU^ receive according to their deeds, 
^ut they are also to receive according to ^Ir 
deeds, whether good or had. But Partialism, (in 
favor of which doctrine the book under review was 
written,) teaches that the vilest sinner on earth wiU 
receive no punishment at all for his crimes, if he 
will only repent befjre death; while another indi- 
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vidual may live ever so virtuously, but die in a 
ivrong state of mind, and never be rewarded at all 
in eternity, for his virtuous conduct in this life. 
Leaving out the italic words, and we have what 
the Bible says. 2 Cor. 5: 10. • In the conclusion* 
of this chapter, the author says: 

^atan has sufficient cunning to employ the most 
successful agents that he can possibly enlist into 
this unholy and cruel work." Here it is insinuated 
that Universalists are the. servants of Satan^ and 
enlisted in a cruel and unholy work. Query. 
Is there nothing *cruer in endless misery? Is there 
notliing ^unholy' in the doctrine that God is a be- 
ing of fiuch infinite vengeance, as to inflict endless 
torture for the crimes of a short life? Vengeance 
is supposed to be the main attribute of the tyrant of 
heQ; impiety applies the same to God!! But the 
author goes on to say: *He (the Devil) even pre- 
tended great zeal for the honor and glory of God,' 
&c. Who is it that 'pretends great zeal,' as though 
thi» *honor and glory of God,' as well as the eternal 
welfare of souls, depended on human instctf mental- 
ity? Universalists, or Partialiats? It is here intima- 
ted that the Devil and his servants, the Universal- 
ists, falsely pretend to be zealous, but have bad 
intentions. What was the design of the author in 
writing and publishing the Serpent Uncoiled? Was 
it not to save souls, glorify his God, and especially 
his idol self? One object evidently was, not to con- 
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vince Universaliets of their error — (for, if 'he is a 
gentleman of searching acumen,' he must be aware 
that such sophistry can have no effbct on those 
who know the excellence of our precious faith,) 
— but his object seems to be, to excite the preju- 
dice of those who are ignorant of tke doctrine, and 
thus raise the devil against it: i. e. ekciie the enmity 
(enmity is the 'old serpent which is called Sictan 
and the Devil.' Rev. 12: 9) of their minds, so 
that they will condemn, Univertviism, without a 
hearing. See Prov. 18: 13. He wishes to have 
people avoid Universalism, as they would a poison- 
ous serpent; and Universalist meetings, as they 
would a den of rattle-snakes; and take up a Uni- 
versalist book, no sooner than they would a ven- 
omous snake! The following is the concluding 
paragraph of Ch. 2d: * 

"With such long and mournful experience as 
mankind have had of the consequences of believing 
the doctrine *ye shall not surely die,' does it not 
seem astonishing that it caa be preached with dXich 
fatal saecess] It might seem unnecessary, la or- 
der to prevent mankind from again becoming its 
victims, to do more than point out the eettainHy 
that has ever attended the threatenings, as well .as 
promises of God, and the ruin that follbwed a be- 
lief in the soul-destroying doctrine which we op- 
pose.' * 

* Which we oppose!' He opposes the very-senji* 
ment, which he here so wel^ expresses, concerning 
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tl^ 'durti^iiity' of dieaeived pucuhment: for it is 
UniiHfrsalism that teaches that *God will by no 
means clear the guilty' — not even by means of re- 
pentance. This is a fact he seems not to be aware 
oi^ and aims to conceal. Now turn back two pages, 
andrsadtlm following on p. 37: 

"Our first parents had every motive that could 
possibly be placed before them, to obey — the favor 
of God on the ope hand, and the fear of death on 
the other; yet with these motives of eternal weight, 
they fell." 

Now observe one of * these motives of eternal 
weight,' as well as eternal duration — *death' — is a 
life of imn)ortal and indescribable suffering, accor- 
ding to Partiajism; but which the Bible says no- 
thifig about. 

'They foJl.* Yes, and if Partialism is true, in 
this fall they became Hotally depraved,' ^nd involved 
all ^ their posterity in the sajme depravity. *ln 
Adam^s f^ll, we sinned all,' says our author *s 
creed.* 'They fell.' We are also told that the 
Arch-angel fell, and with him 

'Drew a third part of Heaven's sons,*. 

and that this mighty host of apostate angels were 
hurled headlong from the battlements of heaven, 
and are now devils in hell, and at the same time 

^Calv^liuai. , 




ranging thUm^h tike earth! and yet in the hearts of 
mankind!! See Milton's Paradise Lost, Pollock's 
Course of Time,- &c., #n this subject. 

If, ♦with the strongest motives' — 'motives ofetef' 
nal weight' — not oiily man, but alsb God*8 holy an- 
gels, *feir from heaven, and became devils, what as- 
surance have we that saints «nd angels may not 
hereafter fall into disgrace and hell? or that God 
himself may not fall, like Luciter, or be, by rebel 
angels, hurled from his throne"^ for, According to 
Orthodoxy, he cannot, or will not undo the disorder 
that is now in the universe, and which must eter- 
nally exist: and as such little causes, (as the eating 
of an apple,) sometimes produced effects so won- 
derfully great, may we not expect that the devil, 
and all the evil and disorder — which they contend 
will always remain — will continue to increase^ until 
it gets into nature's machinery, throws every thing 
out of gear, and spreads universal desolation 
throughout the works of God? If J had the power, 
and the disposition that is ascilbed to the devil, I 
would — if I could not do worse — take sbme 'wild 
«olt of a comet' by the tail, and throw it in the way 
of the earth, or of some other of tfie planeteu and 
jostle them from the 'track,' as a railroad b0omo« 
tive is sometimes served by a small obstru&tioh. ' 

'*In nature'! chain whatever Uak y«lL strike, V 

Tenth or ten thousandlh, breaks the chain fUikt. 
The leatt-confation, but in one, not «kl * - 
Thai system only, but iim «Mta»id^MS^. 
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Let earth unbidanced from her o]4>it fly^*^ 
PlaneU and rans run lawleie through the skv! 
Heaven's whofe foundation to iu centre nod- 
All nature trnnbUs to the Ihrone of God.** 

But what does Universalism teach concerning 
God's pennission of the temporal reign of evil? 
Ans. It teaches that God permits evil to extend ho 
farther, than is necessary to produce a greater good 
than could otherwise be effected. He says to evil — 
which is temporat in its nature and effects — 'Thus 
far 8halt.thou go, and no farther; and here let thy 
proud waves be stayed.' All the evil that exists in 
the world, is necessary^ in order to dev0l5p the 
most valuable traits of the human character, and 
give scope for the exercise of the noblest powers 
of the soul. Even the life and activity of charity , 
the greatest of the christian graces, depends upon 
the temporal existence of sin and misery. But on 
the principle of endless misery, charity or benevo- 
lence, and all those heavenly sympathies 

'* Which make us feel another's woe,** 

must be extinguished: so that the saints (?) in hea- 
yen can *laugh at the calamity, and mock at the 
fear' of their former friends and fellow-creatures in 
hell!* 

One more sentence remains for us to notice, 
before we disnisa this chapter. 

"^or *Chriatiaiit Fathers'— «Dd TertnUi«lif'» represeota- 
§,^mmm mmm y^i/$^ to thirRmMr. 
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*'HiLd not God sH^i his sob to redeem th^ world, 
etciro^ dea^ would have justly been the 6:00m of 
all Adani*6 race. * % * * Ljjjp 
Adam, we too are in a state of probation — of trial 
— and If found faithful, will be admitted into the ce- 
lestial paradisie." 

Does the Oariiroient have to put man on thisatate 
of *probation, of trial,' in order to ascertain whe- 
ther or not he is worthy ipf the ^celestial paradise?' 
and if the ^trial^ is herd on earthy M^iy not also 
the judgment and retibntion? *Had not God sent 
his son '-^ what would have been the consequence? 
Th^.layroan answers: -'Elemal death would have 
justly been the doom of ail- Adam^s raceV Bat 
this is admitting that it depemJson what God does, 
what doom justice requires for 'Adam's race.' 
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CHAPTER III. 
SECTION I 

Cammenees thus: *It is contrary to the plainest 
dittMes of reason and common sense, to belieye 
that a holy and sin-hating God regards sin and holi- 
ness alike/ &c. And yet our author teaches that 
this same 'holy, and sin-hating God' will perpetu- 
ate sin and misery to all eternity! But Universat- 
ismand the Bible unite with the 'plainest dictates 
of reason and common sense,' to declare that *the ' 
wickedness of the wicked shall come to an end; • 
that an end shiill be made of sin, and that the time 
shall come, when ibere shall be no more pain.' 
The devil and all his works are to be destroyed, 
and nothing is to be left to mar the beauty of 
God's works, or interrupt the harmony of the uni- 
verse. 

Our sapient author concludes this brief section of 
his book by saying — 'Either there is no difference 
between sin and and holiness, or else God, in his 
dealings with, man, makes the same difference be- 
tween them as actually exists.' He here utters 
an important truth; but in the very utterance of 
th|s truth, the author insinuates that Univopialists 
2 
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deny this truth — which is a malicious falsehood. 
It is our opposers who deny that *God, in his deal- 
ings with mankind, makes the lame difference as 
actually exis>^.' They say there will be an infinite 
and an eternal ^difference' between the conditions 
of people in the other world. Is there such a dif- 
ference between the worst and best individual in 
this w«drld?' But qur opposers teach that this infinite 
difference will eternally exist, between the meaaest 
saint who is * scarcely saved/ as *by a tight squeeze,^ 
lind the best 'worldling,* ivhp has been kind and 
good to his fellow- creatures, but who is so unfortu- 
nate as to die without *a change of heart *^-- Yes. 
and even between the child who barely passes the 
♦line of accountability,' and dies without that change, 
and the man who lives in the indulgence of the foul- 
est passions, and in the commissiph of the mom 
heinous crimes, until he is old,.'^tft repenta just be-. 
fot^he dies. And yet, notwithstanding this is our 
anthor's creed, he bases the whole argument of this 
section of his book upon the false assumption that 
UniversaJism teaches that God makes no differ- 
ence between sin and holiness, in his dealings with 
mankind! 

We now come to Sec. 2d^ p. 41, as wa have 
given the beginning, conclusion ,'^nd substance of 
§ec. 1st, wiih our comments upon ifie same. , 

**The Universal ists contend that God is o\xt 
Father, and that He is love^ and could not ^ie^x^ 
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to inflict even so great a degree of suffering upon 
His creatures, as earthly parents could upon their 
children, Because his love is infinitely greater." 

False as the father of lies! <¥he Universalists 
contend that God could not endure to inflict so 
.great a degree of suffering upon his creatures as* 
endless misery, when such punishment could benefit 
neither God, man, angels^ oc devils, in the leaftt 
imaginable respect. Universalists do contend that, 
like good earthly parents, God only chastises his 
disobedient children for their spiritu^- benefit: 
and not as the devil is supposed lo do -out of 
revenge or hatred^ He will indeed punish ihose 
*who reject his offers of pardon, and despise his * 
gmce-/*but in his own appointed time, the Bible 
assures ifs that \\e will brings// to a knowledge of 
himself, and the consequence will be universal 
submission, ^ee John 6: 45. Isa. 54: 3. Isa. 
31: 33,34. 1 Tim. 2: 4. 

The Liayman says, p. 42 — *God is love, but he is 
also just.' [Too just, we think, to inflict endless 
misery.] 'The Bible gives ua no reason to believe 
that God is so weakly compassionate as to be un- 
just.' But we content! that compassion in God is 
not a weaknosa, and that he need not be unmerci- 
ful in order to be just! 

Again; 'It is a contradiction in terms to say God 
loves man so well that he cannot do justice/ says 
«!» author* Bui we would like to know in what 
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kind of Uerms* the infliction o{ endless misery can 
be shown to be consistent with divine justice, for 
doing what the Creator kn»w, before he created 
man, he most certainly would do: for is not God 
omniscient? *It Is a contradiction in terms to say' 
that God is infinitely powerful, compassionate, and 
just, and will permit any thing to exist that will not 
ultimate in good. To say, as our opposers do, that 
evil will eternally exist, because God is unchange- 
able, and permits its existence now, amounts to 
the s&me absurdity as to say, because he permits 
misfortune, pain, and death to come upon christians 
now, that they shall have the infinite misfortune, to 
suflhr eternal pain and death, because God 'chan- 
geth not.' Agaiivon p. 12, he says: 

*Had not a way been opened so that God could 
have accepted those that believe in Christ, and yet 
be perfectly just, not a soul could ever have been 
saved.' Thus it is that Partialism represents Justice 
and Mercy as opposed to each other. Mercy is 
sometimes represented as beseeching, in tones of 
melting pathos and pity, 'Oh! spare the poor sin- 
ner;' while vindictive Justice, fierce and vengeful, 
in toner of harshest thunder, cries, *CUT THE 
CUMBERER 'DOWN.' It is contended, how- 
ever, that these two * clashing attributes,' acting 
in opposite directions, like the centripetal and cen- 
tiifugal forces of nature, balance each other, and 
ihus maintain the harmony of the universe! Must 
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the attributes of God be thus divided against each 
other, in order that his kingdom may stand? If 
this is harmony, it is the harmony of infinite dig- 
cord! Cannot the Divine Being take pleasure in 
the music of the blessed, without the doleful base 
of the infernal regions, and the fierce screams of 
spirits damned? 

But our author proceeds: *So far from being so 
compassionate that he will not inflict suffering, the 
Bible tells us of numerous instances in which, even 
in this life, he inflicted upon the wicked the most 
awful punishment.' 

Y'es, *even in this life, the most awful punish- 
ments are inflicted,' and not in eternity, *the Bi- 
ble tells us;' but Partialism declares that all the 
sufferings of thisrlife, if gathered in one pang, and 
issued in one groan of boundless woe,' would be 
nothing to compare with, the more awful punish- 
ments of eternity. 

He next speaks of the temporal calamities and 
accidents which ^befal those who have not been 
^ilty of any uncommon crimes, and yet are often 
called to endure the bitterest aflilctions. How 
many are born blind, or deaf, or dumb, or deformed, 
or idiots. Great numbers are afflicted all their 
lives long, with incurable diseases, racked night 
and d^y with pain. How large a portion of the 
humati race were swept off a few years ago by the 
Asiatic Cholera.' 
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He also refers to the fact*that a large portion of 
mankind are swept frorft the earth by war, famine, 
pestilence, lightning, -ship-wrecks, earth«quakes, 
&c., dec, &c., and says, 'nova small portion of 
the whole human race, even in the present age of 
the world, endure all the ills of extreme poverty, 
from the hour of their birth, to that of their death. 

First, we are referred to idiots, blind, dumb, de- 
formed, &c., as though they deserved the endless 
joys of heaven, as a reward for their blindness, 
deafness, idiocy, and deformity; and, in addition 
to> this, the privilege of seeing myriads of souls 
doomed to hell torments, to give them a greater 
relish for heaven! Even admitting that the right- 
eous in this world are, of all men, the most mise- 
rable, would the ceaseless torture of God's crea- 
tures give th^m any 'aid and comfort,' or make 
their present condition any the less deplorable? It 
will be shown, hereafter, that it would destroy their 
enjoyment even in heaven. 

It does indeed seem, to us short-sighted crea- ' 
tures, that God is unequal in the distribution of 
his favors, yet it is enough for us to know thai 
he is infinitely good to all, and is unchangeable, 
in order to be convinced that, in order to make up 
the difference which we find here, he will not make 
an eternal difference hereafter. The laymen hi in- 
self throws some light on this subject, p. 44. 

**We know that God doethall things well, though 
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we may not understand all of his motives. We 
know, however, that he afflicts the righteous for 
their good. Afflictions wean their hearts from the 
world, and draw them nearer to God. The Psalm- 
ist says, * before I was afflicted I went astray, but, 
now have I kept thy word.' * Every son whom 
heloveth, he chastiseth,' are the words of inspi- 
ration." 

Yes, for once, our author spcaJtslike a christian . 
philosopher. But, strange as it may seem, we find 
the following unreasonable, contradictory, and im- 
pious paragraph in the same connection: 

'•The sinner who builds his hopes of escaping 
future punishment, upon a belief that God is so 
compassionate that he cannot endure to see men 
suffer, builds his hopes upon sand. If we daily se?5 
that he4nf!icts, even upon the righteous ^ the keen- 
est sufferings that man can endure in^this life, what 
reason have we to conclude that he will not in- 
flict sufferings, still keener and more enduring in 
the life to come, upon the wicked, who reject his 
offers of pardon, and despise all his mercies?" 

The above conclusion, besides being unscrip- 
tural, is as impious and unreasonable, as to sup- 
pose that the righteous will bo eternally miserable, 
because they are afflicted in this life. If the pre- 
.«ent afflictions of ihe righteous is no reason why 
they should be miserable in eternity, then it is no 
reason that man will have to suffer the misfortune 
of being sinful in eternity, because such is his mis- 



90 *" REVIEW or 

erabk condition here. Sin and tnisery are inMi>a* 
rably connected: as we shall now proceed to show, 
in replying to what our author says on p. 45, con- 
cerning 



*' TRE (Universalists') PLEA FROM CON- 
SCIENCE, REFUTED. 

** So far from punishing the wicked according 
to their deserts, conscience, by repeated ^cts of 
wickedness, becomes seared, as with a hot iron, 
and in a great measure ceases to perforin its of- 
fice. * * * ♦ The pious, godly man, 
who mourns over his short-comings, feels more of 
the upbraidings of conscience, than does inany.a 
remorseless ruffian whose hands are steeped in - 
blood." 

And admitting the above statement correct, does 
it prove that the ^remorseless ruffian, whose hands 
are steeped in blood,' is happier than the 'pious, 
godly man?' Such is the doctrine whiob is here, 
as well as in other parts of the book, inculcated by 
our pious author, who would destroy Universalism 
for giving encouragement to vice! But let as now 
inquire if this want of consciousness is really the 
happiest frame of mind, as he contends? Is there 
no punishment in this insensibility of conscience, 
which he speaks of as being in consequence of ha- 
ving the * conscience seared as with a hot iron?' 
Is this spiritual debasement, this moral deaths and 
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(teprivatton of all the best principles and affections 
of the soul, no punishment? Would it be no pun- 
ishment to have a red-hot iron placed upon the 
naked eye ball? Incomparably greater is the pun- 
ishment of having the hardening instrument which 
is heated in the hell-fire of passion, applied to the 
conscience, which is the spiritual sight, by which 
we perceive the excellence and beauty of virtue 
and truth, and the. horrid deformity and loathsome 
character of error and vice. If our author cannot 
see any punishment in having conscience, the glo- 
rious luminary of the soul, extinguished, he is sure- 
ly thus sufficiently punished for closing liis eyes 
against the light. Which would be the greatest 
penalty — the pain of sore eyes, undergoing a cure, 
or the total loss of the sight.? The answer is 
plain. So in regard to conscience — that compunc- 
tion, or remorse, that we feel when we do wrong, 
so far from being a curse, as our author supposes, 
is one of the greatest of blessings. It is the only 
remedy that can cure the worst of blindness, and 
awaken man from the sleep of moral death. Eph. 
5: 19. "^ 

O! when wi 1 mankind learu, that the most exal- 
ted, refined, and extatic delight that can be enjoyed, 
here or hereafter, consists in the exercise of those 
moral iedings and refined sensibilities of the soul, 
among which conscience is pre-eminent, and by 
which man is elevated to his appropriate rank, and' 



i 



3t t RBvisw or t 

lofty station, iv the scale of being? Not while they 
are taught thai the /ear of hell is the greatest mo- 
tive for the practice of virtue; for as long as this 
Myreu song of ^pleasui^c in sin,' and of escaping 'by 
means of repentance,' is sung by the serpent error, 
tnanjr will be thus eifamored of the monster Vice, 
and remain insensible and dead to tl^e heavenly 
charms of religion and truth. 

There is something grand — something truly sub- 
lime in the doctrine that man is rewarded and pun- 
ished accordiog to his deserts in this life. There 
seems to be something in this vast idea that the op- 
pesers of Universalism cannot comprehend, "and 
we hear them exclaim, 'how can these things be?' 

Our author speaks of the misfortunes of the 
righltous,- as being incon^fllt^nt with this doctrine. 
H^x we say in the language of Pope, {who-^as also 
called an infidel, by the same kind of men that 
thiis call the Universal ists at the' present day,) 

*What though virtue starves, while vice is fed? 
What then — is the reward of virtue bread? 
What nothing earthly gives nor can destroy — 
The sours calm sunshine, and the heart* felt joy, 
Is virtue's prize' 

This is what those gross minds cannot compre- 
hend, who know not the enjoyment which the poet 
here speaks of — * which nothing earthly gives' — 
which 'is not derived from wealth, ease, honor, 
fame, or even physical health or earthly friendship, 
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*Nor can destroy.' Not even raflfortune and 
pain, *d^t};ie most horrid description, that, as phy- 
sical or earthly beings, mankind are heirs to, 'can 
destroy' this felicity. Had our author understood 
this, he never would have supposed^that, having the 
conscience seared, as with a hot iron, was no pun- 
ishment! for it is the greatest of all punishments — 
this is death— 'it is hell and damnation! Thus *the 
soul that.sinneih, it shall die.' 

How disgusting is the religious folly of those 
who profess to be spiritually discerned, 'and super- 
naturally enlightened, and at the same time declare 
that the wicked are happier, in this world, than the 
righteous. David was fool enough t6 think so once. 
Said he, *so foolish was I, and ignorant, I \v^ as 
a beast before thee.' He discovered that iHv^s 
on account of ^transjgression, and 'because of their 
iniquities,' that *fools' are afllicted.' Ps. 107? 17. 
He sought for pleasure in sin and earthly toys. Did 
he find it thus? Said he, *I found trouble and sor* 
raw — the pains of hell aoT hold on me!' The 
son of David has said that * Wisdom^ s ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths pro peace.' 
How her words of truth swell the expanding heart 
with the most sublime and heavenly emotions that 
ever thrilled the human breast! She points amhi' 
tion to its proper goal, and tames rude passion to 
the rein of virtue. 
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**The men of grace hnvf foond 

Glory beijran below; 
Celestial fruits ou earthly ground, 
^*' From faith and hope may grow. 

The hill of Zion yields 

A thousand sacred sweets, 
Before we reach those heavenly fields, 

Ol walk those golden streets.' 

This sublime enjoyment is derived from know- 
ledge and virtue, and is that salvation and eternal 
life which is * according to works,' and is 'condi- 
tional.' ^Behold now is the day of salvation,' says 
Paul. With the *golden rule', for a compass to 
guide us Qpon the journey of Kfe, even through 
this wilderness ' of error and vice, we can aVoid 
the. way of the transgressor, which rs hard— Ps. 
13: 'IS— and walk in Wisdom's way of pleasant- 
ness and peace, progressing onward, still higher 
upward in the kingdom of heaven, until we obtain 
that *crown of life' — Rev. 2: 10, Isa. 1: 12, and 
1 Pet. 6: 4 — and are *but litile lower than the an- 
gels,' 'crowned with glory and honor,' i. e. with 
virtue and truth. Ps. 8: 5. The Zig'A/ (of truth) 
is the 'glory,' and vfrtue the 'honor' which consti- 
tutes that crown. This. dazzling crown of glory is 
that glittering prize which 

'* Those men of grace have found." 

But how can we iind a Paradise in a wilderness 
world? The wilderness will be an Eden to us — to 
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u9 then Hha desert will rejoice and blossom as the 
rose.' But the person whose conscience, or 
spiritual sight is -*seai;ed' is 'lost' in this 'waste 
howling wilderness' to 'the might of (spiritual) 
death' has overtaken him. Our author cannot 
see that this is any punishment, and thinks there 
is less pleasure in holiness than sin; for, says 
he, *The pious, godly man feels more of the up- 
hraidings of conscience than the remorseless ruf- 
fian,' and thus he thinks 'the (Universalist's) plea 
from conscience refuted.' He is lost in the wilder- 
ness of error and the darkness of delusion ! And 
as his nanie is in darkness concealed, s^rae will 
suspect that liis character is also dark. 

1 will here notice what he says on page 49, as 
this seems to be the most proper place. 

"Many accounts are given in Scripture, in which 
Almighty God, for crimes of a very deep die, pun- 
ished the offenders with death. Now, if all go im- 
mediately to heaven when they die, then were these 
criminals rewarded, not punished. * * * f he old 
world was steeped in iniquity, until their iniquity 
called for the sorest punishment. But eight righteous 
persons were found. So God took these wretches 
immediately to heaven, because of their extreme 
wickedness — took them to heaven as a punishment 
for their enormities ! But pious Noah was doom- 
ed to remain on earth." 

Those who die in the morning of life, without a 
dMrga, and whose crimes are far from being of a 
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'*vexy deep die/ ure to be eternally damned, ac- 
^ cording to Partlalismfi while those vile wretches, 
oftenUmes, are euiered to Uve steeped in inrqulty, 
and brought by the grace of God to repent of tlieir 
enormities, at the close of ^fe, l^ce the^penatent 
thief on the Qfoss, and go satfe to heaven 1 

'Pioas Noah was doomed to remaia on earth.' 
What an awful doom ! But where did his piety 
come from ? Did he make it himself, or mta it a 
gift of God ? Virtue, faith, hope, charily, luiid all 
. those christian^races wliichconstitttte heaven even 
here on earth, where *pious Nofh waf doomed tb 
jpemain,* are all the gift of God ; and aa is repent- 
ance, ^ I shall so<sr prove. Bepentance is the 
strait gate through which the 'goodness &f God 
leadeih* u» into the kingdom of heaven. Komr. S: 
4. ,. ^l{» gives repeniaxice and forgiveness t)f sins.' 
Acis 5: 51. 'Who makevh thee to*differ from an- 
.other, and what hast thou that Jthou ^idst not re- 
ceive ?' 1 Cor. 4: 7. Lei Paul answer for him- 
a^lf. ^Blessed* be the tjlod and Father of our Lord 
Jeans Ghrist, who HATH blessed us with all spir- 
itual blessings in heavenly |^ces in Christ, accoitl' 
ing as he hath chosen us in him before th^ fbunrda* 
tioAof the world, that wt should be holy and with- 
out blame before hinHn^ove, having predestinated 
us to the adoption of chudren, by Jesus Christ, to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of liia vill, 
to the priuse of the ^ory of hia-grffce, wberem h« 
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» « 

hath MADE us Accepted, in the beloved : whereis he 
hath aboundi^ towards ub in all wisdom and pru- 
dence ; havihg made known iinlo U9 the mystery* 
ef his will, aecording to his good pleasure, which 
h« hirth purposed in himself: (no i/, condition, 
contingenoy^ or clbpendeoce on huriMui agency;) 
thiKt ia the dispensation of the fulness of times he 
aidght galher together in one all things in CMst, 
(net the devil gather tog^thei: in hell a part,) both 
which af*e in heaven and on the earth, even in him^ 
in whom also we \kA\e {already^ obiained au iii- 
heritaiiee. bein^ predestiaated according to the pur- 
pose of 'him #ho worketh all things after the coun- 
sel o£ his own will, that we who first {jruetad in 
Christ shoula be to the praise-of HIS glory.' 'And 
^ou' hath he quickened who were dead iiT trespas- 
ses aflid sins ; wherein in tieies past ye ^alkgd ac- 
CQcding to the courses of this world, according^to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now workf th in ]jhe children of jisobedienee : 
ainong whom we all had our conv-ersatiou in tijaies 
pastf in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desire of 
the flesh and of the mind ; and were by nature 
ohildrep of wra(h, even as others. But GrOD, who 
is Rite in mercy, for his great love where^th he 
loved us, even when wis were dead in sins, hath 
^mekj^ned us together with Christ, (by grace are 
ye 9^ved) ai^4hft^ raised u# up, [hpw high ?] and 
heth madefussii^ together in hs^vbnly places, in 
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Christ Je$us; [in their sins? Nol-^Aoi would 
have been a hellish place — ^but from sin.] * ♦ ♦ 
For we are his wqrkmanship, crealed in Chriat 
Jesus, unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them." Eph. 1 : 
3-1 2, and 2; 1-12. 'Qut if all are going to h^yen 
I donH ^sh to go,' says the self-righteous bipyf. 
Bi4 Paul says he raises people up, and ififikes thenn 
sit togoiher in heavenly places.' .Yes,tl>e Epheiiian 
brethren were ^doomed,' like 'pious Noah,' to en- 
joy Jieaven 'together,' evet^ while they remained on 
earth! But the' righteous will finally give their 
consent. Proof, Ps. 110: 3, Phil. 2> 13. • 

When the elder brother of the returned Prodigal 
*was angry and would not go in, his father went 
out.and'entneated him :' and you who say, <if all 
&re gffing^o heaven, you don't want to go;' (and 
we often hear professors of religion maka this sel- 
fish declaration,) and our pious author, wlio thinks 
it would be Injustice to <piou^ Noah,' and other 
.godly people^ to save certain oharaders, *as 
tho^gll G«d did beseech you by us, we pray yoitr'ii^ 
Uhrist's stead, be ye reconciled to God, S Cor. 
5: 18*20. *For this is good and acceptable in the. 
sight of God our Savior, who will have all iAen to 
be saved and come to the knowled^^ of the truth.* 
1 Tim. 2: 3, 4. 

By 'coming to a knowledge of thejruth' we can 
experience a preaent salvation, and eater the heaiv 
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enly enjoyments now. But you, who have a 
knowledge of the true faith, and 'are graved" by 
grace, from the vices that others practice, are more 
highly favored and gifted than they, in a moral aad 
intellectual point of view ; and do you suppose, on 
this account, you are to be heaven's eternal favor- 
ites ? And in addition to this, must you have oih- 
ers Qiiixrf\y excluded from his favor? Must you 
be the companions of angels and they the import ©f 
cruel devils, and of such saints as Tertulian, 
eternally 1 O 'vanity of vanities !' 

The wicked are deprived of the heavenly enjoy- 
ments of truth -and virtue here, 

*Which the men of grace ham found ;* 
and, like David, may be confined in the very dun- 
geon of the lowest hell, by the * everlasting chains 
of moral darkness,' starve to death, morally, for 
want of the bread of life, without one drop of the 
sweet waters of salvation to cool their tongues 
(*which are set on fire of hell') while tormented in 
the flames of evil passions But let us not say that 
they must be shut up, eternally, in the abodes of 
infinite horror, on this account ; but remember that 
it is God that maketh us to differ from the vilest of 
the vile. 

* In speaking of the *wicked Sodomites and An- 
tedeluvians,' our author says : *If all go immedi- 
ately to heaven when they die, then were tiiese, 
nmmals rvwarded — ^not punished.' Wfe admit 
3 
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that it was merciful in God; (tliis is his manner of 
dealing with sinners) and it was a blessing — ^not a 
reward — to those miserable creatures to be swept 
from the earth, as they were. Every sinner, who, 
hy the grace of God, coq^es to repentance and 
knowledge of the truth, goes immediately to heav- 
en, as we have already shown. But who would it 
benefit to send those poor souls to an endless hell, 
\yho were so unfortunately organized, or so unfa- 
vorably situated, that they lived and died such 
miserable sinners ? Would it do God, Christ, 
or the angels ^nd saints in heaven any good to see 
them roast and writhe, or hear their eternal wail, 
or even to witness their agony one hour Y I have 
heard it said — and it is impious enough to make 
devils shudder — that God will laugh and mock at 
the calamity and infernal fear of those in hell, and 
such saints as TertuUian was anticipated the sport! 

Which is the most reasonable to suppose" that 
Goxl will make *these vile wretches' holy and hap- 
py, and fit for *heaven as soon as the breath is but 
of their bodies,' or keep them as wicked as deviliJ 
and as miserable as hell can make them eternally ? 

We come, now, to page 46, which commences 
thus : 'But stop a moment.' Agreed. Afld well 
might our author have paused in this place for a 
little sober reflection. And in order that we may- 
keep as near together as possible, in word-r-not in 
spirit— w© will also adopt the language that he 
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here unjustly applies to Universalism, which, by 
the additS^n of* a parenthesis or two, and by ex- 
ohanging a few wordsf of which we will leave out 
the quotation marks, will then apply to the author's 
own doctrine, where it belongs. • 

"Supposing that all mankind believed that every 
one (who repents any time before death) goes 
straight to heaven the moment the breath is out of 
his body, would conscience be very troublesome to 
them think you ? Would it whisper to them fear- 
ful things about the worm that never dies? Would 
it alarm them by telling them of the Judgment day, 
and of the awful sentence, *Depart from me ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire V Not at all. Noth- 
ing of the kind would conscience whisper to those." 
(For Oie fear of hell does not deter men from 
crime, because they expect, by means of repent- 
ance, to escape its everlasting burnings.) " On 
the contrary, it would tell them that they will be 
safe from all punishment'(here and) hereafler, and 
will go right to heaven when they die, though they 
have robbed the widow and the orphan of their 
last crust, and steeped their hands to their elbows 
in innocent blood. 

* * * * S* Would it be intolerably agonizing to 
the villain to believe that after he has reveled [al- 
most] all his life long upon gains he has procured 
by blood and crime, that, [if he but repents in time] 
he will go immediately to heaven when he dies, 
there to enjoy endless happiness, and not a ques- 
tion be asked him about his sins." 

Our author seems to think that the fear of an 
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endless hell is what constitutes or ibrms the con- 
science ; and professors are heard saying, ^If I be* 
Ueved Universalism, I would not care what I did ; 
I would take mj'fill of sin I' But I lAe the posi- 
tion, and am prepared to show, that this insensi- 
bility of a remorseless conscience is a worse con- 
diti«» than all the pain that flesh and soul can feel ! 
If, as 0ur author seems to think, the more wicked 
a person becomes, the less remorse, and the less 
punishment he receives ; and if there is pleasure 
in sin, as hell is a place of eternal sinning, ac- 
cording to Orthodoxy, hell will not be such a mis- 
erable place ader all ! There pleasure will be found 
in abundaace, if orthodoxy is true. 

SECTION IV. 

Section 4th of "The Serpent Uncoiled" gives the 
following as proof of endless misery : 

"There is not a nation, or tribe of men, however 
wild or savage, of which we have any account, 
and who have any notion of the future state, who 
do not believe in the endless punishment of the 
wicked. They differ as widely as possible as to 
what will constitute the happiness of the one, or the 
misery of the other : yet all agree that it will be 
endless and infinitely greater than anything that 
can be endured in this life." 

♦Endless and infinitely 'greater V And is this 
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according to th'e justice of that God who requires 
us to bless those that curse us, and do good for 
evil, that we may be like him ? What a horrid 
idea ! What a ^wild and savace' idea, which ouf 
christian author believes in common with those 
•wild and savage' barbarians! And yet, however 
*wild and savage,' it is still taught, even in this 
christian land, and in this enlightened age of the 
world ! In a christian land, or in the christian re- 
ligion, or in the christian's mind, it is Hhe abomina- 
tion that maketh desolate, standing where it ought 
not' — in the holy place which should be dedicated 
to the one God and Father of all. 

Well may Pariialists appeal to the heathen ora- 
cles for such a cruel dogma, for the Bible offers no 
proof of it, and all creation cries aloud, in bold 
denial of such a monstrous doctrine. But our au- 
thor only makes the assertion ; he has not attempt- 
ed to prove that the heathens all 'agreed that fu- 
fure punishment will be endless and infinitely great- 
er in degree than any thing that cau be experienced 
in this life.' Partialist christians believe in a worse 
than a pagan hell ! 

Our author inquires how we are to account for 
the *fact' (?) that all heathendom believe in the 
Orthodox hell, *except by believing that God has 
impressed this important truth upon their con- 
idciences in some way V If it were true, it should 
be 'impressed' upon the conscience of every hu- 
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man being, in such a manner that none could doubt 
its reality. If true, it should have been written, 
*In the beginning God created the heavens, earth,' 
and HELL ! It should have been proclaimed at 
the dawn of that day, when man was first exposed 
to temptation, by God's forbidden fruit, and from 
thence recorded for the instruction and warning of 
all his posterity. And when the murderous Cain 
exclaimed, in view of being a *fugitive and a vaga- 
bond in the earth,^ for his crimes, *My punishment 
is greater than I can bear' — what time more appro- 
priate for him to be told of that hell, with its 
EVERLASTING BURNINGS? Why was not 
even a hint given of such an awful penalty when 
thst long list of earthly curses were enumera- 
ted in the 28th chapter of Deuteronomy 1 Wh?it 
fpould be said of a legislature that should m ake the 
most cruel death, by tortures the most excrucia- 
ting, the penalty for a very diminutive crime, and 
which it knew would be committed by multitudes 
of the people thus subjected, and not even publish 
that penalty? finfinitely worse does Partialism 
make the Grrat Supreme ! for it is conceded by 
Partialists themselves, that the doctrine of endless 
misery is not taught in the Old Testament, and 
Peter declared that God had spoken the "restitu- 
tion of all things by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets -since the world began." Acts 3. The 
Great Teacher himself declared that it was "writ- 
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ten in the prophets that all should be taught of 
God ;" and this is eternal life. See John 1 : 3, 
and 6 : 46. 

Paul, who * never shunned to declare the 
whole counsel of God," is as silent as the voice- 
less tomb, in regard to such a penalty as a death of 
endless torture, for the word hell is not to be found 
in all of the fourteen books of the New Test»« 
ment, of which he is the author. Not even once. 
If it had been in the counsel of God, he would not 
thus have shunned to mention it in some appropri- • 
ate connection : — for instance where he speaks of 
the resurrection of the dead. lie says he hopes 
— and he both desires and expects, * *that there 
will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 
and tlie unjust," Surely, thci benevolent Paul could 
not have desired the resurrection of the unjust, if 
he had believed that resurrection would be to then^ 
an eternal curse ; and he who never shuned'to de- 
clare the whole counsel of God, would have sure- 
ly told all he knew about it in this very place. 

Again, (I Cor. 15,) he speaks of the resurrec- 
tion of all who die — in Adam, in corruption, weak- 
ness, dishonor, as an introduction into a state of 
incorruption, honor, glory, and spirituality in 
Christ. [*'He that is in Christ is a new crea- 
ture."] He 8ay9, "as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in 
his own order," viz : 1st. Christ the first fruits ; 
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and 2d. Afterwards they that are Christ's at his 
coming ; and third and lastly : then cometh the 
end." No other order is mentioned by him who 
" never shunned to declare the whole counsel of 
God." 

John, also, in the last book of the New Testa- 
ment, points to a period, when the whole intelli- 
gent creation, without one discordant voice, shall 
unite* in the praises of God and the Lamb- All 
that are in heaven and earth — all that are buried 
under the earth and in the briny deep, shall 9Vinell 
this sublime concert of thanksgiving and praise. 
—Rev. 6: 13. 

This glorious consummation, which is so plain- 
ly indicated throughout the Bible, is also taught to 
the christian by what is indelibly 'impressed' upon 
a benevolent and feeling heart. A desire for the 
salvation of all is the holiest incense that arises 
from Ae altar of^rayer. All the holiest sympa- 
thies and God-like desires of humanity are in fa- 
vor of Umversalism. And are such indications to 
be disregarded, and more reliance put upon a bar- 
barian notion, on account of its prevalence among 
*wild and savage' tribes of men ? The author 
asks, *how shall we account for this' prevalence of 
the notion of endless misery among those benight- 
ed tribes of earth ? Account for it from the fact 
that they are ignorant, superstitious and degraded 
heathen savages. With them, doubtless, the doc-s 
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trine originated , but we have yet to learn that 
tkeir believing it is a good reason why a christian 
should believe this monster of all absurdities ! 

"It is true," says our author in the conclusion of 
this section, "that in this christian land there are 
many who profess to disbelieve the doctrine of 
future punishment; but conscience could neyer 
have taught them this, [what ?] for it requires a 
long effort before any [prejudiced] one can divest 
himself of the belief of future punishment ; and it 
is doubtful whether any ever believed the doctrine 
so thoroughly that doubts of its truth did not fre- 
quently arise." 

Undoubtedly our author is correct in regard to 
Moubts that frequently arise' in the minds of all 
who believe in future punishment, and we will 
give him credit for speaking the truth here, al- 
though he did it*through a mistime ! He is here in 
the predicamant of Balaam, who "blessed those he 
aimed to curse ! But we will let him apply what 
he says above, concerning the 'doubts that fre- 
quently arise,' in regard to future punishments — 
to Universalism as he doubtless intended. Then 
compare it with what he says on p. 106, and see 
how the Layman agrees with himself: 

"The transition (to Universalism) is easy^ natu-'' 
ral and to the individual is imperceptible. First, 
speculate, then reason, then doubt, and finally dis- 
believe all that God has said about hell and dan)- 
nation." 
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Yes, the transition to TJniversalism, when once 
we lay aside prejudices, is both ♦easy and natural,' 
if we suffer ourselves to 'reason,' or -even ^specu- 
late ;' we must Moubt and finally disbelieve' that 
God lias said anything about an endless 'hell and 
damnation.' The least <lat any one can do lo- 
tiards believing in Universalism, is to desire that 
it might prove truf — this is the Jlrst important step, 
and is made even by those timid souls who dare 
not speculate and reason, or disbelieve in Partial- 
ism. As for doubting it, that must be the second 
step, as our author says, doubts must 'frequent - 
Is arise' in the minds of all believers in 'future 
punismhent.' 



SECTION III.-P.59. 

CHRISTIAN FATHEKS. 

"7/* the doctrine of Universal Salvation is 
true, it must have been taught by Christ and his 
Apostles, yet it is evident that they taught no such 
things 

All that this proposition lacks of being true is, 
to substitute in it, the words 'endless misery' for 
^Universal Salvation.' " He attempts to- sustain it 
as follows : 

"I am aware that the advocates of that creed 
contend that they taught that all mankind, without 



' THE SJE-RPENT UNCOILED. 49 

exception, are saved ; but if thirt be, true, how has 
it happened that in every age of the world since 
that time until very latterly, all mankind have be- 
lieved that they taught the endless punishment of 
the finally impenitent !" 

[Nothing of this kind-Kas happened, as Eccle- 
siastical history will abundantly show any. one 
who will take the trouble to read #* Ancient History. 
of Universalism," by H. Ballou.] 

" We have the writings of the Fathers who lived 
in the first six centuries after Christ. In the un- 
doubted writings of these christian fathers there is 
not even a hint that such a doctrine as Universal 
Salvation had ever been thought of; but on the 
contrary, thE eternal punishment of the wicked 'is 
again and a^ain spoken of, as taught by Christ and 
his Apostles." 

Here, the author of the "Serpent Uncoiled" ex- 
hibits the most reckless want of veracity, or else 
the most consummate ignorance ; for a more un- 
blushing falsehood never was uttered, as those con- 
versant with the writings of tj;ie Christian fathers 
know. Thtey sometimes use the words everlast- 
ing,* eternal, in reference to punishment, and their 
writings abundantly show, that many of them did 
not ^ive these words the signification of endless 
duration where applied to punishment, any mor^ 
than the Scripture writers did, who applied the 
sanie terms to many things, which have already 
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come to an end. See Hstb. 3: 6, Gen. 48: 3, 4 and 
49: 26, Ex. 46: IB, Numb. 25r 13, Uv. 24: 8, 9 
and 16: 29-34, Ps. 37: 29. Deut. 16: 16, 17, Ezra 
0: 12, 1 Chjfon. 23: 26, Isa. 34: 11-17, Rev. 14 : 
10, ll,&c. 

We are told that * there- is not a single hint' in 
the * undoubted writings of the christian fathers 
that 'such a doctrine as Universal Salvation was 
eve» thought of.' Eead the Ancient History of 
Universalism, and you will find that this declara- 
tion is false — that the christian fathers, as well 
as "all God's holy prophets," spoke of the glori- 
ous "restitution of all things." 

One reason why the doctrine does not appear to 
stand out in such bold relief as it does now, is, it 
was not opposed — it was then generally bdieved. — 
Universalism was not formally condemned in any 
Christian body of Ecclesiastics until the year 663. 
It was not considered a heresy until the dark ages, 
when the Christian religion becane corrupted. — 
Sed Ballou's Ancient History of Universalism for 
proof of this. 

origen: 

In the early part of ihe third century, Origen, a 
man of profound learning, and teacher of the^nly 
Christian theological seminary in the wdtld at^hat 
time, tai^ght openly and without oppositioi^ in «>any 
of his works, the final salvation of all mankind. — 
\s we learn from ecclesiastical history, this distiu 
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guished individual was the author of raore than five 
thousand volumes ! . His wonderful scholarship ex- 
cited the admiration of his contemporaries, while 
iiis great liberality of Christian doctrine drew forth, 
about the middle of the third oentury, the bitter 
persecution of his own bishop, and finally his re- 
moval from the exalted station, which he occupied. 
He afterwards succeeded, however, in establishing 
a similar institution at Cesarea, to which eyen " 
bishops resorted as pupils for instruction! The 
following is from one* of his works, in which Uni- 
versalism is taught as a cardinal theme : 

"The end and coni^mmation of the work will 
take place when it shall be subjected to punish- 
ments proportioned to their several sins ; and how 
long each one shall suffer, in order to receive h^s 
deserts, (Sod only knows. But jve suppose that the 
goodness of God, through Christ, will certainly re- 
store all creatures into one final state ; his verv 
enemies being overcome and subdued. For thus 
saith the Scriptures: 'The Lord said unto my Lord, 
sit thou at my right hand until I have made thine 
enemies thy footstool.' Ps. cx^l. To the same 
purport, but -more clearly, the » apostle Paul says 
that Christ *must reign till he hath put all enemies 
under his feet. But if- there be any doubts what 
is meant by "putting eaemies under his feet," let 
us hear the apostle still further, who toys *for all 
things musfbe subjected to him.' 1 Cor. xv. What 
then i% that subjection with which all things wiust 
be subdued to Christ 1 I think it to be that with 
which we ourselves desire to be subdued to him : 
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and with wbich also the apostles and dl the saints 
who have followed Christ, have been subdued to 
him. For the very expression, 'subjected to Christ,' 
denotes the salvation of those who are subjected : 
as David says, * shall not my soul be subjected to 
God ? for from hkn is my salvation.' Ps. Ixiii, 1 . 
Such, then, being the final result of things, that all 
enemies shall be subdued to Christ, death, the last 
enemy be destroyed, and the kingdom be delivered 
up to the Father, by Christ ; let us, with this view 
belbre us, now turn and contemplate the beginning 
of things. Now, the beginning always resembles 
the end, and as there will be 5ne common end or 
result to all; so we should bplieve that all had one 
common beginning. In other v^ords, that the great 
variety of characters, and different order of beings 
which now exist, will, through the goodness of 
God, their subjection to Jesus Christ, and the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, be finally restored to one and 
the same state ; so were they alf originaHy created 
in one common Condition, resembling that into 
which they are eventually to be recalled. All who 
m^e at last to bow the knee to Jesus Christ, in token 
of subjection — tkat is, all who are inlieaven, all on 
earth, and all under the earth; by which three terms 
is comprehended the whole intelligent creation, 
succeeded at first^ from thftt one CQi^mon state ; 
hut as virtue was not immutably fixed in them, as 
in God, they came to indulge different passions, 
and to cherish different principles. They were, 
therefore, aligned to the various ranks and condi- 
tions they now hold, and the reward or^fpunisbment 
of their respective deserts." 

In a later work he observes on the^same gcM 
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subject : **The sacred Scriptures do iadeed call our 
God a consuming fire. Deut. iv, 34, and say that 
rivers of fire go before his face. Dan. vii, 10, and 
that he shall come, as a refiner's fire, and as fuller's 
soap, and purify the people. Mai. iii, 2." As, 
therefore, God is a consuming fire, what is that to 
be consumed by him? We say it is wickedness, 
and whatever proceeds from it, such as is figura- 
tively called wood, hay, stubble, these are what 
God in the character of fire, consumes. And it is 
evidently the wicked works of man which is deno- 
ted by the terms wood, hay, and stubble * it is 
consequently eas}' to understand what is the nature 
of that fire by which they are to be consumed. — 
Says "the apostle, *the fire shall try every man's 
work of what sort it is. If any one's work abide 
which he hath built, he i^all receive a reward. If 
any one's work be burned, he shall suffer loss.' " 

Once more: "The Stoics say that when the most 
powerful of the elements shall prevail, then will 
come the universal conflagraiion, and rll things be 
converted into fire ; fcut we assert that the Word, 
which is the wisdom of God, shall bring together 
all intelligent beings, and convert them into his 
own perfection, through the instrumentality of their 
free will, and of their own exertions. For though 
among the disorders of the body there are, ind eed, 
some which the medical art cannot heal, yet we 
deny that of all the vices of the soul, there is any 
•which the supreme Word cannot ewe. For the 
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Word is more powerful than all the diseases of the 
soul ; and he applies his remedies to every one 
. according to the pleasure of God." 

From what can be learned of Origen's writings, 
they are full of this theme, and his religious views 
may justly be considered the Orthodoxy of the 
third century ; for it is known that the great body 
of the churches and bishops proclaimed fearlessly 
their high regard for him as an accomplished and 
profound teacher of theology. 

It was not until after the death of this great man 
that his favorite theme was called in question to 
any exten^ when the church of Christ became 
gradually divided into two parties, the friendsand 
enemies of Origen. The truth of this cardinal 
dootxine, Universal Salvjjion, was not generally 
doubted, even by his enemies, till it was condem ned 
as a helresy by the fifth general council, on the 4th 
of May, in the year 553. After this, all who held 
and continued to believe it were anathematised, for 
the authority of the council was- aided by a general 
bitterness of feeling that prevailed among the peo- 
ple; and but few traces of this great truth are 
disooverable after that down to the period of the 
reformation ; when the immortal spirit of it again 
revived, keeping pace, as it ever must, with the 
light and knowledge and purity of the Christian 
chiurch. 
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Our author mentions some of the ancient chris- 
- tian writers, who, he thinks, taught endless misery: 
TerluUian for one ! and a more heartless and in- 
human wretch never disgraced the Christian name! 
He is said to be the first man that declared that 
the misery of the wicked would be equal in du- 
tion to the happiness of the righteous. I will give 
the reader a specimen of the language of this 
"Father" of the doctrine of endless damnation, 
from his work called "De Spectaculis," which wi U 
show the spirit of the man and of his doctrine : 

"You are fond of your spectacles, there are 
other spectacles : That day, disbelieved and de- 
rided by the nations so — that last, eternal day of 
Judgment, [but our layman says all nations have 
believed it, ♦however wild or savage,*] when all 
ages shall be swallowed fip in conflagration — what 
a variety of spectacles shall then appear ! How 
shall I admire! how laughl how rejoice! how ' 
EXULT ! when I behold so many beings, worship*- 
ped as gods in heaven, together with Jove him- 
self, groaning in the ]owes| abyss of darkness.". \ 

He goes on farther in this strain, gloating over 
the ^ roans and misery of his follow creatures, 
writhing in eternal torments. See Ancient History ^ . 
of Universalism. 

On p. 66 our author demands, on Universalist 
principles, a solution of the following problem : 

''If the Apostles taught that all men gono heaven 
4 
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en, how also did it happen that the unprincipled 
and countless portion of the community, or as the 
Scriptures say, *the lewd fellows of the baser sort' 
were so enraged against the doctrine that they 
whipped, stoned, and often lay in wait to kill the 
Apostles 1 Is it so displeasing to such vile wretch- 
es to be told that they can indulge in every vile 
propensity to the utmost of their desires, and 
drink their fill of iniquity, and yet escape punish- 
ment?" 

I have already shown that it is Partialism, and 
fK?^ Universal ism that teaches that men can 'es- 
cape punishment.' But remember, we have been 
told by the layman, that this same ^countless and 
unprincipled portion of community,' even all 
mankind, believed in the doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment — not for themselves, of course — no one 
expects to go to hell himself — hell is for his 
neighbors. < 

0/ course our friend would contend that these 
*lewd fellows of the baser sort' — these * unprinci- 
pled,' *vile wretches' — that they were believers of 
endless misery : and his doctrine is, that such *can 
indulge in every, vile propensity to the utmost of 
* their desires, and drink their fill of iniquity, and 
escape all punishmenf by repentance, No won- 
der the world, and the Penitentiaries, too, are full 
of this 'unprincipled' and 'baser sort' of charac- 
ters, when we^so often hear professed christians 
declare that, if it were nyt for their belief tn ti hell 
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of never-ending torments, they would indulge in 
every vile propensity' and take their fill of sin !' 
Although it might be * disagreeable to such vile 
wretches to be told' that all men are brethren, and 
all destined to the same happy home beyond death, 
yet I have no idea that, at those times wheir thede; 
crazy fellows attacked the Apostles, either the doc- 
trine of endless misery, or universal 'salvation, 
was even dreamed of. The account itself will 
show that they were not influuenced by doctrinal 
notions. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

**i4» €Kamination of the principal lexis upon 
which UniversaJisls place much reliarihe,*^ 

**They take a single sentence, detach from it all 
that is said before and afterwards, and make no 
reference U> the scope or meaning of the chapter. 
All that is asked is to treat the Scriptiircs with the 
same fairness that other books are trcatt3d, and in- 
stead of proving from a single passage, detached 
from the rest, examine the scope and bearing of 
the writers, by reading the passage in connection 
with the book, or chapter, at least," . 

The very course that is here recommended is 
what has convinced thousands of the truth of Uni- 
versalism. 

But, in the conclusion of this very chapter, 4his 
honest author, in order to disprove Uiii versalism, 
quotes thirty sentences, and parts of sentences, 
from the Bible, precisely af\er the manner that 
he here condemns, and without one word of 
comment ! But he first refers to some of the texts 
upon which he supposes *Universalists place much 
reliance,' in a summary manner ; page 60, as fol- 
lows : 

1 . Those texts in which it is said thatChrist 
died for alU they cont«nd, prove that all will be 
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saved, but a very little reflection [the less the bet- 
ter] will convince any one [sufficiently prejudiced] 
that they prove no such thing. The death of Christ 
opened a way by which sinners can be saved." 

Then Christ only died io give thorn a chance 
for their salvation ! Query. What chance have 
those to be saved, who God knew before he crea- 
ted them, would be eternally damned? 

2. Those texts which declare that God takes no ' 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but wills that 
all men should repent and believe. They argue 
that what Ged wills must inevitably come to pass, 
and so he wills that all men should repent and 
live, all will repent and live. In reply to this, let 
it be observed, that n.iin is a free agent, and God 
has left him &i liberty to act according to his own 
free choice, and all these passages must be so in- 
terpreted as not to conflict with man's free agen- 
cy." 

No, indeed ! You must not 'conflict' with the 
Orthodox doctrine of Free Agency, although it 
makes the Bible conflict with itself, and represents 
the will of man as conflicting with, and counter- 
acting the will of God, whose attributes are thus 
represented as conflicting with each other, besides 
the eternal conflict which Partial ism teaches will 
be between God and the Devil. The following 
texts show that whatever God wills, or even de- 
sires, will certainly be accomplished; Ezek. 1; if, 
Dan. 4: 36, Job 22: 13, Isa. 46: 10. 



On p. 62 he says, •because, In a very few in- 
stancea, in the Old Tastament, the word everlast- 
ing is applied to things of a limited duration, they 
contend that its meaning is always limited,' [when 
applied to punishment, he should have added.] — 
See texts referred to, p. 36, of Review. Having 
now paid more attention to this section than its 
importance requires, we pass to notice what he 
says of the 

DEMORALIZING TENDENCY OP UNIVERSALISM. 

He here takes the position ihat the restraining 
influence pf law is in proportion to the severity of 
its penalty, and supposes, if the death penalty 
should be abolished: and that, if the penalty for 
highway robbery was only a fine q£ one dollar, 
and the penalty for ^ther crimes. in pl^oportion, the 
consequence would be that crime would become 
far more frequent. Hence he argues that *Univer- 
salism, by denying the infinite penalty of eternal 
death, is destructive of civil society and govern- 
ment." But rulers haye begun 4o discover, from 
the history of the world, that the restraining infiu- 
enee is more in the certainty of adequate punish- 
ment, than in tha cruel severity of a penalty that 
can be escaped. So hb argument in favor of in- 
finite torture is too late. It is better suited to the 
dark ages, and the days of the Spanish Inquisi* ' 
tion. 
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1 will now quote a sentence from p. 74, where 
our author himself shows the absurdity of his own 
position : 

**f n heathen lands, although the laws are almost 
invariably severe, cruel and sanguinary in the exr 
treme, yet for the want of a belief in that all-per- 
vading tribunal revealed in the Bidle, and which 
takes cognizance of every possible offence, crimes 
of every grade are incaraparably more frequent 
than in christian countries." 

See, also, what he setys on pages 72 and 73, as 
follows : 

"All human laws are seriously imperfect. * * * 
So numerous are the offences which no law can 
meet, and so easy i^ it to evade al) human (and; im- 
partial ism is true — divine) punishment, that rfian- 
kiad need a system of laws that will ipeet ev- 
ery possible offence, and a tribunal that'wHl--' 
punish every delinquent according te his demerits 
— a tribunal from whose verdict there is no appeal. 
The Bible [and l/niversdlism] reveals to us* just f 
such a system of. laws, arid just. such a tribunal./*' 
Its sacred pages inform us that the unsleeping eye 
of God is ever upon us, and that he will reward 
and punish us according to the deeds done in the 
lUpdy. (See page 6, on 2 Cor. 6; 10 — Review.) 
From that tribunal Aere is no escape. It enters 
into the sects of our hearts, and takes coguizance 
of our thoughts and motives. No degree of guilt 
caa evade punishment. Who does not see that 
such laws and such a tribunal are the very thij^ 
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that mankind need to protect them, and supply the 
defects of hnman legislation!" 

Yes, and this is precisely what Universalism 
teaches, and what the doctrine of our friend denies. 
His reason here has broke loose from his creed. — 
Where noid is his bankrupt law of repantance ? 
Out of sight! 

Teach mankind that this tribunal is in this world 
—that *now is the judgment of this world' — ^ihat 
'the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth — 
much more the wicked and the sinner ;' and that 
• virtue and happiness are the twain which *'God 
hfus joined together,' and none can break the silver 
cord that makes them one : and you will thus win 
them from the ways of vice. But *ye that put far 
away the evil day, cause the seat of violence 
to come near,' Amos 6: 3, Because you teach 
that the 'sentence against an evil work is not exe- 
cuted speedily, therefore the hearts of the sons of 
men are fully set in th«mto do evil.' Ezek. 8: 4. 
Partialism *puts far away,' into eternity 'the evil 
'day,' and declares that 'senteuc^ against an evil 
work is not executed' even then, if tb© sinner only 
repents 'while the lamp holds .out to burn.' They 
are thus taught that their •'damnation lingereth,? 
and that 'judgmen slumbereth.' But th^wnsleep- 
ing eye of Omniscience, all of whose ways afe 
judgment, is ever upon us, and He 'will by no 
means clear the guilty.' 
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On page 75 our auibor again comes in sight of 
his creed, and says that 'Experience and common 
observation teach men that they ate not punished 
in this life according to their demerits, and that it 
is quite possible to escape punishment in this life, 
and men have nothing to fear, [in this life,] noth- 
ing to deter them from crime,' &c. But this i sa flat 
contradiction of what he has said on the preced- 
ing page. It also contradicts the Bible, as well as 
'experience and common observation/ Thus it is 
that Partialism allures the young from the path of 
virtue, and thus the Serpent Uncoiled would fix 
its deadly fangs upon its victims while singing to 
them the syren song of 'pleasure in sin,' 'escape 
by repentance,' and the 'demoralizing tendency 
of UniversaHsm,* 

On p. 76 he brings Universal'sm to the test: 

"Put the Universalist to the test, and his own 
conduct will prove that he has far more confidence 
in the integrity of a man who believes in future 
punishment. Let him be placed in the vast, unin- 
habited wilderness, bordering on the Rocky moun- 
tains, a thousand miles from the reach of human 
laws. L#et it become necessary for him to trust 
his life and a large amount of property in ihe 
hands of one man. Now, the question is, whom 
would he most readily trust under such circum- 
stances — a man who believes t hat he can murder 
him and escape all punishment in the future world 
as well as in this? [This is the very picture of Par. 
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tialism, who knows of nothing more hateful than 
herself ; therefore she exhibits her own despicable 
f«atures again, for Universal ism.] Would he not 
rather trust a man who believes that if he betrays 
his trust and escapes punishment in this, there is 
no possibility of escaping the most awful punish- 
ment that thought can conceive, in the life to come, 
and which will endure for ever and ever ?" 

But Partialism declares that there is a •possibil- 
jiy of escaping,' very easily, this punishment *in 
the life to come, (which punishment is generally 
called eternal death !) and this destroys the effect 
of this 'most awful punishment that thought can 
conceive.' But this matter has been often Hested,^ 
nearer home than the Rocky mountains, and not 
♦beyond the reach of human laws.' 

I Imight mention instances where believers in 
andless misery have 'preferred to trust' Universa- 
lists to their own religious brethren, which would 
make our author's face to blush and his ears to 
tingle ! See 'Portrait, p. 9. 

^^Go to the legislatures, and you will find that 
Universalists are eligible to offices of 'trust,' and go 
to their respective districts and inquire who 'pre- 
ferred' them? Then go with me to the States pri- 
sons and see who is there ! 

In all the examinations that have been made of 
the different States prisons and Penitentiaries, the 
inmates have uniformly been found orthodox believ- 
ers in endless misery. Out of more than seven 
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hundred prisoners in the Sing-Sing prison, not a 
single Universalist was found ! And this was in 
the State of New York, which at this time contains* 
252 Universalist Societies, 164 meeting houses, 
and 147 preachers of Universalism. 

In the examinations of the prisons of Auburn, 
Wethersfield, Connecticut, and Charlestown, Mas- 
sachusetts, where Universalism most abounds, 
similar facts were developed. It is also worthy of 
our author's notice that in Auburn prison were 
found, snugly and safely locked up, fifteen ortho- 
dox preachers of endless misery. — Men who pro- 
fessed that immortal souls were 'trusted' to their 



care 



We tell him that these are facts — facts that have 
been demonstrated ; and they are only examples 
of the whole history of this doctrine ! Wherever 
it has prevailed, it is too well known to be success- 
fully denied, that vice, wretchedness, and profli- 
gacy have constantly followed in its train. 

That Universalists are no better than they should 
be, we have no desire to conceal ; we have no 
doubt some have been imprisoned for crime who 
have advocated that doctrine — such were not 4ed 
into crime by Universalism : — ^but it is boldly de- 
nied that Universalist Societies will suffer, in com- 
parison with orthodox, so called, in morals, reli- 
gion, or intellectual worth. We stand ready for 
the *TEST.' 
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One would think, from b^r enthor'a remarks, that 
to destroy Universalism would entirely Hake away 
the sin of the world.' 

How many martyrs have been put to death for 
religious opinions' sake? Buck declares FIFTY 
MILLIONS. And who put these millions to death? 
who bound them to the stake? who lighted the fires 
that curled around them? who drew them limb from 
limb? who poured boiling lead into their mouths? 
who put them to cruel tortures? Were they Uni- 
versajists? No ! not one of them. Who then ? 
Believers of endless misery to man! Think of it, 
Mr. Layman, and weep I FIFTY MILLIONS 
of human beings have been. slain in the most cruel 
manner, by the most orthodox believers of undy- 
ing agony ! And these are the fruits of that theo- 
ry, as the whole history of the church testifies. — 
How, in view of all these facts, does our author ap- 
pear, talking about tests 1 Let him turn his eyes 
towards homey and he will there sep more crimes 
committed through the influence of his darling 
creed than Niagara could wash out in a thousand 
years! Had Universalism been guilty of a hun- 
dreth part of the same sins, rather than defend it, 
I would call on God to witness that I renounced it 
forever.* 

If the doctrine of Endless Damnation is so re- 
straining in its influence, why are there so many 

*S«« Gofl«r'f Reply to Walkcr'f Short and Easy Mathod. p. 64. 
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"bad people among those who believe it, and who 
have been most accustomed to its loudest thunders? 
Ah ! the system has been thoroughly * tested,' and 
it has no power to make men good or virtuous, but 
it has caused vice to roll in upon the world like a 
flood. 

But we have not yet done with, or lost sight of, 
our author's *test,' away there near the Rocky 
mountains. He asks, *to whom, under such cir- 
cumstances, we would more readily trust our lives 
and peoperiy V We answer : — one who acts from 
principle instead of fear — who believes that *hon- 
esty is the best policy' — that there is no advantage 
to be gained by doing wrong, and that *the way of 
the trans^^ressor is hard.' Trust him who follows 
virtue for virtue's sake, and who beUeve that *the 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much 
more the wicked and the sinner,' and that * in keep- 
ing the commandments there is great reward.'-^ 
But last of all, trust no^ your life, property or repu- 
tation in the care of |him who says if he believed 
in Univer^alism he would *take his fill of iniquity ;' 
for, if he tells the truth, the fear of hell is the only 
thing that restrains him : and when our opponents 
declare, as |hey often do, that 'there is no use in 
religion if all are to be saved any how,' they might 
'as well say that it is not out of any respect they 
have to God and his religion that they worship him, 
but through fear of the devil. But will God thank 
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any one for worshipping him out of respect to the 
devil ! 

To the praise of human nature and the God of 
nature, we are happy to say that there are many 
believers in endless misery who are virtuous, not- 
withstanding their fuith is an obstacle. 

'What benefit,' our author asks, *can possibly 
result to mankind, from teaching them that there is 
no punishment in the future world? Are there not 
crimes enough already, even in our own country, 
jhat it is necessary to open wider the flood-gates 
of crime? The frequent murders, robberies, mobs, 
lynchings, and forgeries committed in our land 
an with accounts of which every newspaper we 
take up teems, show plainly that we have in our 
midst, whom the fear of God and men hardly re- 
strain." 

And I should think this ought to teacE our au- 
thor the insufficiency of the fear of an angry God 
a personal devil, and an eternal hell, to restraiS 
men from crime. It is the doctrine of *tlie good- 
ness of God that leadeth men to .repentance.' — 
Rom. 24. This alone can restrain this overflowing 
tide of corruption and stop the *flood-gates of 
crime.* PartialiSm has been tried for ages, but ia ^ 
vain. • , ♦ .^ 

The following is beaulifiil languagi^ fyr one wh^ : 
believes men can go on in sin Ifafee^eore^eiursjpin^ ^ 
more, atfd then escape sll puuisbiocfU u&te jiod.' 
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hereafter, to apply to Universalism, which teaches 
that *every transgression and disobedience receives 
a just recompense of reward, and that God will 
by no maans cleSiT the guilty.' Ex.34: 7. Not 
even by repentance.- Read what follows, and see 
how pious he seems to be, while clandestinely in- 
timating that Universalists believe and teach that 
people go to heaven in their sins. 

Let the belief become general, that the midnight 
assassin will be received into Abraham's bosom — 
that the incendiary, who applies the torch to the 
sleeping family's dt^relling, will be received into the 
abodes of eternal blessedness — that the unfeeling 
drunkard reels into heaven — that the ruthless mur- 
derer, who dies in the very act of murder, goes 
straight to heaven, and while the blood is still warm 
on his hands, receives from Christ the welcome 
salutation, 'well done ! good and faithful servant, 
entea thou into the joy of thy Cord,'-.-let this be- 
lief become general among the great mass of the 
people, «nd it needs no gift of inspiration to fore- 
s6e that our country would bear no faint resem- 
blance of i^U." 

What fury i How the vile reptile spits its ven- 
om ! Wonder if our author expects to possess in 
heaven all those vile passions which he manifests 
In^? But the editor has told us that our author 
^ is thoSroughly acquain^d irith yniverslism, and is 
jft gsntleman of SsarcHinf acumen. He has no ex- 
«aae, then, fifr bis rfcUessness in applying; to it 
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such language as the above. It is his' own doc- 
trine, and not Universalism, that teaches that man 
con escape punishnient. Does not our author be- 
heve that the villain may spend his seventy years 
in crime, and then, by repentance just be fore death, 
escape the demands of insulted justice ? Does he 
not believe that the PenUent Tkicf was 'received 
into the abodes of eternal blessedness,' just for 
saying iLord, remember me,' &c., even in the last 
agonies of death ? when but a few moments be- 
fore he had reviled at his dying Redeemer ! Matt. 
27: 44, Mark 16: 32, 

It seems horridly unreasonable to our friend, to 
contend, as the Universalists do, that all shall be 
finally prepared for admittance. *into the abodes of 
eternal blessedness,' after receiving all the punish- 
ment they deserve ; but he believes, of course, tha 
a man may murder his thousands and yet go safe 
to heaven, while, at least some of those who, by 
him, were hurried into eternity without a raoment*s 
warning, must eternally wail in the regions of des- 
pair ! Yes, but he must repent in time, says one. 
But who gives the time and disposition to repent ? 
Must those who receive not these inestimable gifts 
here suffer eternally? while those who are more 
highly favored, by receiving the gifts of timely re- 
pentance, faith and remission of sine^ are, on this 
account, to be eternally distinguished as Heaven^s 
favorites! It is God that 'giveih repentance to 
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Israel and remissionof sins/ ^Who maketii th^e 
to diffei^from anoth^rl' ^o. It is Ood that 'w«di- 
eth in you, both to will and to do his good pleas- 
m«,' and the best ot christians can truly say, ^It is 
by the grace of God that I am what I am I* 



' We now come to p. 81, where the Serpent, like 
the one in Eden, tries his diabolical and satanic 
arts upon woman, with this difference, however — 
he tries to prevent ^ler botn partaking of that now 
— unforbidden fruit of the tree of knowledge, of 
which it is now her most exalted privilege^ to pat^ 
,take freely. It yields the soul appropriate aour* 
ishment-^the bread of life and the waters of salTa-> 
tion^ It is now the *Tree of Life.' See John 6: 
60. 

''Upon no class of human beings does the blight* 
ing, withering influence of Uniyersalism fall with 
more fatal efiects than upon woman. Her happi* 
aess ift life is greatly (kf^ondant upon the vamX 
principles of those with whom her destiny is con: 
nected. Dare she aid, by her influence, or even 
by her presence, in the spread of doctrines which 
may shipwreck her dearest hopes ?** 

[But UnivefsaUflm would show her that her futiire 
happy 'destiny is coQpec^d with', that of all tkt 
firieuds she holds dear here. Partialism) by teaobr 
5 
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lug diit .she shall be separated from them in 
otKraity, is what ^shipwrecks her dearest iiope» '] 

**It is her duty, as weH as her interest, to give 
them no countenance whaterer. On the purity of 
woman's 'principles is staked, not only her r^uta- 
tion, but everything that gives worth tb her char- 
acter, and renders her lovely in the eyes of man.'' 

[He here artfully insinuates thltt in a belief o{ 
an endless hell, ^s staked the purity of a woman's 
principles, her reputation, and everydiing that gives 
worth to her character and renders her lovely in 
thoeyesof man !'] 

** Who," he continues, 'but an abandoned wretch 
would not reicoil at the bare Idea of connecting his 
destiny with a female Atheist, or with a wom^a who 
believes in no future state of rewards and punish- 
mento ?" 

[Now, fair reader, take care ! — ^<8o may you be 
a bride^ — ^and never read another Ui^iteisaliat 
book, n<»rgo to Universalist meeting, and nM^^ ^^ 
pedallpf never be seen to speak politely to a young 
man who believes in that herei^y, 'nor'pve them 
any countenance whatever,' if you would appear 
^lovely in the eyes of man !' pur author here 
joins Universalism with Atheispil in order to make 
it appear hideous, but mark ! ^ere is a difference 
between what our author apd what 'God has join* 
•i together,'] 
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••No :'* he continues, ••her form and features 
might be ^loulded into more than Grecian loveli- 
ness — she might possess every other accomplish- 
ment that ever adorned the most favored of her 
seXy yet the absence of moral principle, of the 
fear oi God, would render all these qualifications 
of no value.*' 

[By •moral principle,' he jvfould have us under- 
stand a belief in endless misery and the fear of 
belli] 

••Who would unite his fate with hers and not 
have reason to fear that the day might arrive when 
he would be compelled to tear her from his bOi^cmi, 
and fling her like ^ loathsome weed away ?" 

■< 

Hear thaty ye jealous-hearted ! — you are here 
in&rmed that no woman can be trusted, as virtuous 
and chaste, who believes in that licentious doctrine, 
of Universalism I But suffer me to ask, in return, 
•who but an abandoned wretch would not recoil at 
the bare idea of connecting his de,stiny with a fe^ 
male' to whom the fear of hell is necessary^ in 
order to make her faithful and true to her nuptial 
vows ? The lady who has the happiness to believe 
in the soul-invigorat^g and heartrpurifying doc- 
trine of universal grace, is threatemed bj this ser- 
pent, as deserving no confidence, and to be •flung 
like a loathsome weed awa3r V But the •plea' con- 
^tinues : 
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*^Tiie guardian angels, that are thought by some 
to hover unseen around the woman of pure princi- 
ples, shielding her in the hour of temptation, can 
surely never approach the female who denies the 
existence of a God, or a future retribution." 

[What a base insinuation is here! — that there are 
no Universalist ladies of < pure principles,' but that 
^ey are all abandoned by the 'guardian angels in 
the hour of temptation I'} 

"Every respectable woman wields a powerful 
influence over other minds. Let her beware how 
she gives encouragement to Universalism. * * * 
Let her avoid the places where such doctrines are 
preached. No professor can attend without be- 
ing guilty of a crime. His example may do much 
injury^ and may lead to the destruction of many 
souls.'* 

What a "crime' to go to a Universalist meeting ! 
which leads to the destrtiction of immortal souls ! 
^Gieat God ! on what slender threads hang ever- 
lasting things!' 

Experience teaches that truth need only to be 
seen in its native beauty and loveliness, in order 
to captivate the mind : and the opposers of truth 
always endeavor to conceal it from the admiring 
gaze of mankind . True religion, or Universalism , 
when adorned by its faithful advocates, with aM 
her shining beauty and grace, is the 'chief among 
ten thousand and the one altogether lovely.' 
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The advocates of error always aim to hide i^ 
snaky head. This is the reason why the very liCe 
of Partialism depends upon conceahnent. When- 
ever it is compared with true religgion, in the light 
of reason, it is an ohject of loathing and abhor- 
rence. Hence, all this caution against attending 
Universalist meetings : also, the long yam of 4bp 
**death-bed scene"* in the next chapter. 

But we have mistaken the character of our wes- 
tern friends, in" point of intelligence, if many of 
them can be influenced by such shallow duplicity 

« "Dkath-bicd Scene." — Hundreds of such tales as tbesiB 
have been fabricated for sectarian purposes, which have been 
proved, to be falsehoods, and not the less oase for being reii- 
l^ioos. This one exhibits one striking mark of falsehood 9i 
the very commencement of it. This pious story, which is 
by no means worth copying here, commences thus : — "In 
one of our Western States, which it is needless to name !" 
Depend upon it> reader, all of the names which should hav* 
been inserted in this book.f^y an honest author-^from the 
name of the Layipan himself, the committee of publication 
and the editor, to the name of the "State" in which that hor- 
rid death-bed scene was witnessed — are left blank for the 
sake of the convenience of those who wished to impose it 
upon a credulous community. It is difficult to bruise the 
hfAd of a "snake in the grass." 

But supposing that this improbable story is, as the editor 
•ays, "substantiany correct," it then only proves that a 
young man, who it is mid was a Universalist, renounced his 
faith in his dying hour, and died in despair. In the moments 
of dissolving nature, both body and mind become often so 
Weak, that these haunters of death-bed SQenea Qan manage 
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u this 'appeal to woman' displays. It is a gross 
' insult to their virtue and intelligence. 

It is too late in the day to undertak&to convince 
any except the most grossly ignorant that a woman 
cannot be respected who attends the Universalist 
church. There are too many and accomplished 
of that sex, in that denomination, to give the least 
<^urrency to such low and vulgar insinuations. 

I might refer our author to some of their writ- 
ings, which, if he would read them, would dirill 
even his poor soul with more heavenly emotions 
than he has eter yet experienced. 

Why is the Layman so anxious to keep the fe- 
male sex from listening to Universalism ? Because, 
beinff *a gentleman of searching acumen,' he knows 
that it is ^e religion most congenial to all the refin- 
ed and holy affections of a woman's heart, and be- 
ing so addressed to her nature, that the contempla- 
don of it would make Ubr happy, and on this oe* 
count he knows that she is more eadUy charmed 
by its filbothing and heavenly ifoice than the sterner 
sex. And she will, perhaps, on this account, be 
more willing to see its agreement also, withreasoo 
and the Bible. It is the only religion that can 

* to excite all those early prejudiees and superalitioui foan 
s^ore easily than when body and mind are healthy, vigor- 
ouBp and unimpaired. 

Universaliam is oecessary, in order that we.may be hap- 
py in life andind»8th. But it was doubtless the ftele of 
Imagination that our author comriders '^needless to name.*' 
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make her tmly happy in every circumstance m life. 
"Is she a mother ?" he asks : and in addition to 
that is she a mourner? Has she lost a beloved 
4iiughter, who has died without that supernatural 
new birth deemed so essential to salvation? If so, 
unless she is a believer ift that soul-inspiring doc- 
trine of universal grace, she "mourns as those 
i«dio have no hope." She supposes her daughter, 
not having experienced a "change from nature to 
grace," before death, has died out of the ark of 
safety. * From nature to grace?'- Her very na- 
ture might have been grace — her form and features 
might have been moulded into more than Grecian 
loveliness — she might have possessed every other 
accomplishment that ever adorned the most favored 
of her sex — *all these qualifications are of no val- 
ue' in the sight of that God she worships ; and 
now she awfully fears the time has arrived when 
that vindictive being, having Horn from her bosom' 
the object of her fondest affection, has 'flung her, 
like a loathsome weed, away,' beyond the reach of 
hope or mercy, where she is doomed to wail and 
languish in tfie regions of immortal anguish — ^the 
companion and sport of furious fiends and howling 
demons, forever and ever! Is the belief of a partial 
salvation' adapted to the wants of woman in such 
a^ trying hour ? Can it soothe that lacerated, that 
pounded heart ? Is it the religion that 'comforts 
allihzx mourn?' Is it that 'rest rf faijh that re- 
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maineih for die people of God?' Is «*&« fakh the 
'Substance of things hoped for?' My God! NO. 
Universalism alone can dry up those briny tears; tbe 
gospel of salvation alone can give ease and com- 
fort to the disconsolate heart* and set the mourning 
captive free from the cruel bondage of tormeatiiig 
fear and give rest to the troubled soul. This is the 
sweet water of life and salviation which aloae can 
satisiy the thirst of the soul, although oiir author 
calb it hell'hrothl It is the bread of life which 
alone can 'satisfy the longing soul.' Isa. 56: IS; 
and 54: 11. 

Fathers, 'what man isnhere among you who, if 
his son ask bread' — ^the bread of knowledge— -'will 
he give him a serpent?' — ^the Serpent Uncoiled? — 
If so, let him have this review also. 

But let us look once more at the 'appeal to wo- 
man.' 

"Is she a mother, and is she willing for her 
daughSef to embrace Unirersalism, when, hccord- 
ing to that doctrine itself, a belief of it cannot 
make her salvatioaany more secure?" 

And if Partialism is true, will a belief of that 
doctrine make her future salvatipn any moro se- 
cure? If she understands nature, the Bible, and 
reason to teach that God is too good to inflict end- 
less pain upon feeble man, for the sins of this short 
life, will he be offended at this ? evenif she doef 
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thus form too good and too exalted cm opinion of 
his character ! He has more reason to he offend- 
ed at those who represent him as a heing of wrath 
and vengeance : for anger is that dark passion 
that is supposed to hlacken the, character of hell's 
grim tyrant I and which 'resteth ih the bosom of 
the fool.' 

The effects of the religion of damnation upon 
woman is truly, awful ! Go to the insane hospital* 
and you will see the wretchedness of those who 
have looked, at this hell-born monster's face ! — 
There you will find those who have felt the blight- 
ing, withering, and scorching influence of Partial- 
ism. A realizing belief of its horrors is more than 
that tender plant can bear. Under its influence ^'the 
smile dies upon her lips, the rose fades upon her 
cheek, her sparkling eye is dim, her buoyant spirits 
have flown; her joints are trembling, her step is 
tottering — she falls! like a delicate flower — (not a 
•loathsome weed,') torn by spme ruthless h«id and 
thrown to wither in the stm." 



CONCLtTDING REFLECTIONS.. 

The author's concluding reflections amount to 
about this : <'The soul is of immense value, and its 
eternal value ought not to be staked upon the truth 
of Universalism unless proved beyond the shadow 
of a doubt." And there is not the least shadow 
6 
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of a doubt' ia the minds of Universtlists, that the 
doctrine -of endless hell torments is the monster of 
dl absurdities. But he says it is more safe and 
prudentf to believe in this cruel dogma ; and he 
speaks vof the folly of running a fearM risk by be- 
lieving Unrversalismy ^without any cham» of gain- 
ing any^ing by it, even if true.' The absurdity 
of this has already been shown in reviewing his 
^ea to woman.' He speaks of the *fbUy and blind- 
ness of the Universalists/ and I suppose he con- 
siders himself as one of the enhgfatened, although 
he can see no use in believing the truth ! 

This position of the 'safest side' and 'two chan- 
ces/ is a favorite with almost every set of Parti«d- 
ist fanatics in the world, and it is equally forcible 
for the use of any one sect against all the rest. — 
The'Mahommedan, Catholic, or Universalist, may 
vay to each other, 'ours is the safest side, — ^we 
have two chances of salvation to one, on any other 
plan.' 'He that*4>elieveth not shall be damned.' 

There are about three hundred different denomi* 
nations of Christians in the world, from which I 
infer : 1st. Thafit is impossible for all to embrace 
the same faith ; and 2d. That our eternal welfare 
does not depend upon what we beUeve in time. — 
{3ahb aiacta ourbappinees only in ^ipiirorldy 



APPENDIX. 



THE INFIDELITY OF TJNIVEESALISM 

Has been the everlasting song of the La}rman 
throughout his book ; yet in the Appendix, p, 99, 
he says, ^possibly some of our readers may feel 
doubts and misgivings at the nature of the charg- 
es made against Universalism, as containing marks 
of hypocrisy and infidelity.* Then come those 
'disclosures of M. H. Smith,' by which, we are told 
in the commencement of the book, Hhe statements 
of the La3nnan are sustained to the ftillest extent.' 

From Smith's text-book the lauthor of the Ser- 
pent quotes the following false assertions : 

^•JMot one opinion for which Mmtay contended 
ta respected or retained. Nox does the fleet hold 
one thing in common with Christians. Th^ hava 
the terms — God, Christ, inspiration, convergion, 
heaven, and hell ; but they mean not by them what 
Christians mean : and to become a Universalist is 
to d^ny all that Christianity teaches. * * * * 
Tkeprsoftsal results of Universalism are summed 
up iaftfie line— it makes men bad and keeps them ao." 

All we ask is, that the reader will read this 'text 
Iwck, together with Brown's reply to it; and he wHl 
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then say that any cause that ts 'sustained' only by. 
the character and veracity of the libelous author of 
atmx book, must surely be on its last legs 1 

The Western Layman seldom alludes to the 
poets in his writings ; but whenever he does so, he 
shows by it that he is a man of some kind of taste, 
if not of refinement. See. how clearly and beauU- 
fully he shows, by what the *poet says,' that the 
Universalists are all a set of FrenchtHen and Athe- 
ists. Pa^re 430. 

"The origin of American Universalism can be 
easily traced. Its date is too recent to be involved 
in the slightest shiide of obscurity. It arose from 
the scathing caldron of ihe French Revolution, 
which threw up,^ during its period of ebullition, 
more poisonous, fbul, and loathsome ingredients 
than the witches of Macbeth employed in concoct- 
ing what the poet termed their hell-broth." 

There I how jpl^in it is now, that Universal Sal- 
vation — although an good people desire it ta be 
true— is *more foul and loathsome' to every correct 
moral taste, than the very dregs of 'that HELL- 
BROTH,' that the poet says was concocted in the 
scathing caldron, by the witches of Macb^!-^ 
There is nothing foul or loathsome &| the idea of 
th«t infernal ^scathing caldron' of HELL ! Airing 
its eternal ebullitions. Oh, no ! This is the sweet 
water of life I — ^no hell-broth here! 
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Hark I again hear how this orthodox serpent 
Msses! 

'^Doubtless many Universalists will dt^y llMtt 
naodem Universalism is covered with infideUty. — 
Doubtless, multitudes are deceived by the specious 
phrases employed, aud the cant terms of impartial 
love, and impartial God, and in attending their 
meetings are not aware that they are giving coun- 
tenance to infidelity, and the destruction of all au- 
thority, justice, and law. They may not be aware 
that the peinciples of modern Universalism, and 
the mode of argument adopted by its teachers, tend 
to the subversion of all moral government." 

It comes with a very ill grace from this man to 
accuse others of cant and hypocrisy, idiile trying 
to persuade his readers to turn a deaf ear to rea- 
son and truth, by calling it covered infidelity, and 
saying — not proving — ^that it • is subversive of gov- 
ernment, justice, and law. By attending Univer- 
salist meetings, he says, you give countenance to 
infidelity. But the danger is, ttiat people would 
thus'^et to see the deformity of Partialism in con- 
trast with the beauty and excellence of true reli- 
gion. It is thus the serp^it error always tries to 
dodge and hide its guilty head from the light of 
truth. 

We now dismiss these slanderous charges, that 
are made, in Uie entire absence of proof, and turn 
our attention to facts. 

First, then, Universalism is the only thing that 
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can sate many rational and reflecting people Jrmn 
infidelity, as it already has done in thousands of 
iMtancee. 

In order to prove thid by showing that Parfiafiattfr 
as ^covered infidelity/ naturally leads to Atheivmf 
let us take a glance at some of its prominent fea- 
tures. 

J . The Bible teaches that Gop is Love-t- that 
<*Hb is good unto all, and that His tender meroieff 
' are over all His works ;" and that this God is the 
Father of us all — that He made of one blood all 
nations, to dwell on all the face of the earth ; that 
He is infinite in compassion and goodness, delight- 
ing not in the suffering of any of His creatures^ 
but extends his tender regard and Fatherly care 
e^ally over .all. 

Pabtialisk, in*the face of all this, teaches that 
this God of love and infinite goodness, who is the 
Father of us all, will utterly and irretrievably 
damn a very large portion of His own children*^ 
the p^ple whom He has made ; that He will con- 
sign them to regions of unending torment — ^to s 
Hell of burning brimstone, where they will bum, 
and \mthe, and scream to all eternity : and that 
He, this God of love and compassion, will only 
laugh at their calamity, and mock at their cries for 
mercy ! And all this, too, merely for the sins of 
this brief, mortal, and imperfect existence ! 

2r. The Bible teaches that this God of infjnits 
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love and goodness is unchanoablet: tkat Hek 
good now to His creatures^ and conseq^uendy, that 
He will always remain so — both in time aad la 
eternity ; that H» can no move cease to be goody 
than He can cease to be God ! 

But Partiaiism virtually declares that God ohan* 
ipsf as doth man; that He loves some of Hie-crei* 
tures to-day. and will hate them to-morrow ! — that 
80 long as they obey Him, He will love them,. but 
as soon as they disobey, and traasgreas His laws. 
He will hate them ; that during the present exist* 
ence. He has at least compassion enough upon 
all Hia creatures to allow them the privilege of re* 
penting and thereby secure heaven and happiness ; 
but that in the future world he will become so 
changedf and hard-hearted, and cruel, as to deny 
themi forever deny them, the privilege of repent* 
ing, reforming, or becoming any better or happier ! 
Thus it makes God changable, whom the Bible de 
clares to be the same jesterday, to-day, and for? 
ever ! 

3. The Bible teaches that man was originally 
made from the earth — a mortal being, and on thin 
account he had to die, and return to the earth from 
which he was taken. 

But Partiaiism says he was orlginafly made im* 
mortal, but on acoount of sin-^^by eating the for« 
bidden fruit— he became mortal, and died ! 

Partialisni also teaches the absurdity that there 
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are three Gods, and yet but one God ! — ^tbat one ioi 
ftree, and three is ontf ! And, also, that Jesus 
Christ is G«d, and also the Son of God — conse- 
quently, that he is the son of himself! And that 
he died to appease the wrath of the FathefSr — ^i. e. 
his own wraUi — and satisfy the justice of an out* 
raged law,-*sufrering the penalty due to sin, in 
the rooni and stead of the sinner ! yet the sinneris 
liable to sufi<!r this same penalty, and will, unless 
bt^repent ! 

These are some of the leading tenets — some of 
the beauties of Partialism. Here you see the Ser- 
p6nt-^partially,'at least — uncoiled* And here you 
may see a part of that bundle of inconsistencies 
and absurdities which drives hundreds and thous- 
ands into AtJieism, Men, with certain peculiarly 
constituted minds, rather than have such a God as 
Partialism presents, will have no God at all. They 
take it for granted that Partialism and the Bible 
teach the same sentiments — ^not taking the trouble 
to examine for themselves ; consequently, they re- 
ject both, and oflm settle down into cold and cheer- 
less atheism. Thus you may see, reader, what 
. doctrine it is that "leads to Atheism !" The in- 
herent ugliness and absurdity of Partialism have, 
no doubt, been the cause of more skepticism in the 
world than all gther causes together. 

Now, as to the Infidelity of Universalism — ^let 
us see how that matter stands. The Bible declares 
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th|it in Christ the seed of Abraham, 'all the nations, 
families, and kindreds of the earth shall be bless- 
ed.' — (Gen. 23 : 18, and parallels.) This Univer- 
salists believe ; but Parti alism denies it, teaching 
that a large portion of mankind shall be eternally 
cursed and damned, world without end ! 

St. Paul declares (1 Cor. 16 :) that "As in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive" 
— shall be raised in "glory, honor, and immortali- 
ts ; bearing the image of the heavenly." Univer* 
'salism admits this : ^ile Partialism, as usual, de- 
nies it t 

The Bible teaches — and Universalists believe, 
that the Devil and all his works shall eventually be 
destroyed ; when the?re shall be no more sin, nor 
suffering in God's universe ; when death, the last 
enemy, shall be destroyed, and all God's intelli- 
gent creatures be holy, happy, and immortaf. But 
Partialism says the Devil is to exist as long as God 
himself; and that he will get a large portion of 
God's creatures to bum and torment forever ! 

The Bible declares that God "will not contend 
fcwrever, neither will he be always wroth;" (Isa. 67 : 
46) and that He has "no pleasure" in the death or 
suffering of His wicked, rebellious children. But 
Partialism denies the whole of it, and says that 
God vnll contend forever, and that He will take . 
"pleasure" in torturing His helpless offspring in a 
Qell of fire and fierce anguish, throughout eternity ! 
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The Bible teaches that ''the righteous shall be 
recompensed in the earth, much more the wick- 
ed and the sinner." (Prov. 11 : 21) This fact is 
taught in various ways throughout both the Old and 
New Testaments. But Partialism says that all re- 
wards and punisments are reserved for the future 
state — that the wicked are not punished here for 
their sins, but will be in the future world, unless 
they repent; in which case they can escape aJl 
punishment— notwithstanding God declares that 
the wicked shall not go unpunished — that He will 
hy no meant dear the guilty ! 

In fine, the Bible declares that Universalism is 
true — that the whole human family shall eventual- 
ly be made immortal, holy, and happy ; — while 
Partialism denies the whole of it ! Infidelity means 
unbelief; where now lies the charge of Infidelity ? 
The charge of Infidelity comes with a very ill 
grace from men who deny so many of the leading 
and fundamental doctrines of the Bible, and teach 
ill their stead the "doctrines of devils," and the 
commandments of men! 

We might pursue this subject to a much greater 
length, but enough has been said to show that 
Orthodoxy is that which "leads to Atheism ;** and 
that Parlialism is, in reality, but "eovert Infidelity." 
We now submit the foregoing to the candid;|!id||;. 
ment of the reader ; examine the subject weV-t* 
"prove allijmgs, and hold fast that which isgood/^ 
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EXTRACT FROM THE LIFE OF MURRAY. 

The' Rev. John Mvkray, as is known, was the finft 
Universalist preacher in the United States. While he re- 
sided in England, and before his conversion to Universalism, 
he was a member of the greet Mr. Whitefield's church — at 
which time Mr. Relly, the Universalist, was making some 
stir in that country. It so happened that an intelligent and 
accomplished young lady, a member of the same church, 
had, some how or other, attended Mr. Relly's meetings, and 
had embraced Universalism. The followlfig is an extract 
from the <<Life of Murray," in which it will be seen that he, 
in company with a few others of the <*faithfu1»" was sent 
to visit this young lady, and reclain; her from the error of 
her way — also, the success of his undertaking. This cir- 
cumstance, probably, was the first which set Mr. Murray to. 
reflecting seriously on the subject, and which first as it were, 
''brought him up standing !" 

"I had heard much of Mr. Relly; he was a 
conscientious and zealous preacher in the city of 
London. Ifc had, through many revolving years, 
continued faithful to the ministry committed to him, 
and he was th6 theme of every religious sect. He 
appeared as he was represented to me, highly erro- 
neous ; ancLmy indjgnfttion against himi as has 
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already been seen, wa0 very strong, t had fre- 
quently been solicited to h«ar him, ihevely, that I 
might be an ear witness of what was termed his 
hlaaphemies; but, I arrogantly said, I would not 
be a murderer of time. Thus I passed on a num- 
ber of years, hearing all manner of evil said of Mr. 
Helly, and believing all I herd^ while every day 
augmented the inveterate hatred, which I bore the 
* man, and his adherents. When a worshipping 
brother or sister, belonging to the communion, 
which I considered as honored by the a^robation 
rf Diety was, by this deceiver, drawn from, the 
paths of rectitude, the anguish pf my spirit was 
indiscribable ; and I was naady to say, the secular 
arm ought to interpose to prevent the perdition of 
souls. I recollect erne instance in particular which 
pierced me to the soul. A young lady of irreproach- 
able life, rwnarkable for piety, -and highly respected 
by. the tabernacle congregation apd church, of 
which I was a devout member, had been ensnared ; 
to my. great astonishment, she had been induced 
to hear, and having heard, she had embraced the 
pernicious errors of this detestable babbler; she 
was becoming a believer, a firm and unwavering 
believer of universal redemption ! Horrible ! most 
horrible I So high an opinion was entertained of 
my talents, having myself been a teachei^ among 
the Methodists, and such was my standing in Dr. 
Whitefield's church that I was deemed adequate 
to reclaiming this wanderer, and I was strongly 
urged to the pursuit. The poor deluded yotmg 
woman was abundantly worthy ouj: most arduous 
efforts. He that convertheth the sinner from the 
error of his way shall save u soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude^tf sins, ^ Thus I thought, 
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thus I said ; and, swelled With a high idea of my 
own importance, I went, accompanied by two or 
three of my Christian brethren, to see, to converse 
with, and if Heed were, to admonish this simple, 
weak, but, as we heretofore believed, meritorious 
female. Fully persuaded that I could easily con- 
vince her of her errors, I entertained no doubt 
respecting the result of my undertaking. The young 
lady received us with mu(5h kindness and conde- 
scension, which, as I glanced my eye upon her fine' 
countenance, beaming with intelligence, mingling 
pity and contempt grew in my bosom. After the 
first ceremonies, we sat for some time silent ; at 
length I drew up a heavy sight, and uttered a pa- 
thetic sentiment relative to the deplorable condition 
of those, who live and die in unbelief; and I con- 
cluded a violent declasfiation by pronouncing with 
great earnestness , He that helieveth not, shall he 
dati^ned, 

•And pray sir,' said the young lady with great 
sweetness, 'Pray, sir, what is the unbeliver damned 
for not believing V 

What is he damned for not believing? Why he 
is damned for not believing. 

*But my dear sir, I asked what was that which 
he did not believe, for which he was damned V 

Why, for not believing in Jesus Christ, to be sure, 

'Do you mean to say that unbelievers are damn- 
ed for not believing there was such a person as 
Jesus Christ?' 

No, I do not ; ji man may believe there was such 
a person, and yet be damned. 

*\Vhat then, sir, must he believe in order to avoid 
damnation V 



Why, he must believe Uiat Jesus Chriatiji a com- 
plete Saviour. 

•Well, suppose he were to believe that J^sus 
Christ was a complete Saviour of others, would this 
belief save him?' 

No, he must believe that Christ Jesus is his com- 
plete Saviour: every individual must believe for 
himself f that Jesus Christ is his complete Saviour. 

*Why, sir, is Jeaus Christ the Saviour of any 
unbelievers? 

No, madam. 

* Why, then, Should any unbeliever believe that 
Jesus Christ is his Saviour, if he be not his iSa- 
viourV 

I ^ay he is Aot the Saviour of any one, until ha 
believes. . 

•Then, if Jesus be not the Saviour of the unbe- 
liever until he believes^ the unbeliever is called 
upon to beUeve a He. It appears to me, sir, that 
Jesus is the complete Saviour of unbelivers, and 
that unbelivers are called upon to believe the truth; 
and that by believing y they are saved , in their own 
apprehension^ saved from all those dreadful fears 
which 'are consequent upon a state of conscious 
condemnation. 

No madame, you are dreadfully, I trust not fiitally, 
misled. Jesus never was, never will b^ the Sa- 
viour of any unbeliever. 

«Do you think that Jesus is your Saviour, sir ?* 

I hope 80. , 

*Were you always a believer, »ir V 

I%o^ madam. 4 

•Then you were once an unbeliever ; that is, ypa 
cmce beltflVed that Jesus Christ was not your Sa- 
viour. Now, as you say be nev^f* tw*, W »«wr 
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wiB be, the Saviour of aay unbeliever; as you 
were once an unbeliever^ he never can be your 
Saviour.' 

He never was my Saviour till I believed. 

*Did he never die for you till you believed, sir?' 

Here I was extremely enjbarrassed, and most 
devoutly wished myself out of her habitation ; I 
sighed bitterly, expressed deep commiseration for 
those souls who had nothing but head-knowledge ; 
drew out my watch, discovered it was late ; and, 
recollecting an engagement, observed it was time 
to take leave. 

I was extremely mortified : the young lady ob' 
served my confusion, but was too generous to pur- 
sue her triumph. I arose to departe ; the company 
arose; she urged us to tarry; addressed each of us 
in the language of kindness. Her countenance 
seemed to wear the resemblance of the heaven which 
she contemplated; it was stamped by benignity; 
and when we bade her adieu, she enriched us by 
her good wishes. 

I suspected that my religious brethren saw she 
had the advantage of me, and I felt that her re- 
marks were indeed unanswerable. My pride was 
hurt, and I determined to ascertain the exact sen- 
timents of my associates respecting this interview. 
Poor soul, said I, she is far gone in error. True, 
said they, but she is notwithstanding a very sensible 
woman. Ay, ay, thought I, they have assuredly 
discovered that she had proved too mighty for me. 

Yes, said I, she has a great deal of head knowl- 
edge, but yet she may be a lost, damned soul. I 
hope not returned one of my friends, she is a very 
good young woman. I saw and it was with ex- 
treme chagrin, thftt the result of this visit bad dep- 
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recated me in the opinion of my companions. But 
I could only censure sxid condemn, solemnly ob- 
serving — It was better not to converse wkh any of 
those apostates, and it would b© judicious never to 
associate with them upon any occasion. From 
this period I myself carefully avoided every Uni- 
Versalist, and most cordially did I hate them. My 
6ar was open to the public calumniator, to the 
secret whisperer, and I yielded credence to every 
scandalous report however improbable. My in- 
formers were good pedple; I had no doubt of their 
yeracity ; and I believed it would be difficult to paint 
Relly and his connexions in colors too black. How 
■ severely *h as the law of retaliation been since exer- 
cised, in the stabs which have been aimed at my 
own reputation. 
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